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Using this Book

Welcome to Come and See: A Kid'’s Companion to Mark! I'm so very excited we're going to
begin this adventure together. Though this journey may feel hard at times, digging into
God's Word is a habit that will change your life. Allow me to explain how this will work.
My hope is to shed some light on what you’re reading. Sometimes the Bible can talk about
people, places, and culture you may not understand. Using this book alongside your Bible
reading, I hope to provide a bridge of understanding to some of the things that are most
confusing or hard to follow when you start diving into God's Word. Please know that if you
read anything, read the Bible. I will do my best to try to present a helpful tool, but if you
only have time to read this book or the Bible, choose the Bible every time—it is the living,
active Word of God.

That being said, my hope is to help you on your journey. Providing summary and
explanation, this book will take you section by section and chapter by chapter through
Philippians. Also included will be little pop-ups in the form of sticky notes titled "Who's
Who?", "Say What?", "Where in the World?", and "Did You Know?" When you see these,
know they offer information that will help you tie historical and cultural facts to what you
are reading. They will explain words or give background on who is being talked about and
why they’re important to the story. If you come across something underlined in the main

body text, look for the corresponding sticky note.

Finally, throughout this book, you will see sections with the heading “Scope It Out.” In
Mark, Jesus calls his disciples to “come and see.” In these sections, we will scope out the
teachings and truth of Scripture by taking a closer look through extra thoughts, discussion
questions, or practical ways for you to apply what you’re learning.



I can't write about everything, and you may have questions I don't address. Ask your
questions anyway! Ask a parent, and if you don’t get an answer there, find a pastor or
mature Christian who can point you in the right direction. The beauty of God's Word is
that you will always have questions. I've been following Jesus for a while, and I still have
lots of questions. Never let questions or confusion discourage you because God is always in
the process of revealing himself to those who seek him. We need only to ask for his
wisdom. Let’s ask, dear readers, and ready our hearts to explore the book of Mark.

A Note to Parents

I read the Bible as a kid, so I know how it can feel too hard and overwhelming. As a mom,
I’ve also read the Bible to my kids, which is hard in its own way. My prayer is that this book
will be a bridge to help you and your family study the Bible.

One tip that I have used with my own children is to read the Bible in small sections. Our
family does this by using the subheadings within each chapter of the Bible. Some days we’ll
read one section, and my kids will be ready to move on to another activity. Other days
they’ll want to keep reading. I let them dictate the pace. Because I've found this to be so
helpful in my own family, I have divided this book into subheadings as well. Each of these
subheadings relates directly to the latest version of the NIV Bible. Choosing a Bible
translation can be difficult, as they each have pros and cons. This translation was chosen
based on reading levels and because it is already widely used for children and beginner
Bibles.



A Call

You’re in a boat. The heat of the mid-morning sun is burning away the fog,
as sweat drips from your brow. Your back is aching and your muscles are exhausted
from a night of straining at the nets. The spray of the Sea of Galilee splashes up and
you straighten from the knot you were tying and squint to the shoreline. Why are
there crowds? Forgetting the net, you row closer to shore. Is that the famous teacher
from Nazareth? You’ve heard talk of him, but never seen him yourself. Leaning
closer, you hear the authority in his voice and your soul stirs with his words.
Reaching the shore, you pull the boat out of the water and join the crowd. After the
Teacher is finished, you ask the person next to you, “Who is this man?”” He responds
simply, “Come and see.”

You probably aren’t actually in a boat on the Sea of Galilee right now, but
that same invitation is for you. Do you know Jesus? Do you understand his
teachings? Do you know the claims he makes? Do you know all that he has done?
Come and see. Open the pages of Scripture to the Gospel of Mark and see for
yourself who Jesus is. Listen, learn, and seek out the answer to those questions. This
book will help to explain background information, cultural notes, definitions and
cross-referencing, but the Bible, and for our study purposes, the book of Mark, is the
true guide to who Jesus is. Are you ready? Then come and see!

Before we get into the first chapter of Mark, there are some important details
that may be helpful to know. When we read God’s Word, it’s important to know
who was writing it and who they were writing it to. Depending on the book of the
Bible, these facts may or may not be clear. However, even when we aren’t cerfain who
wrote the book, we can often make guesses based on artifacts that have been found.

With that in mind, the Gospel of Mark is believed to have been written by a
man from Jerusalem named John Mark, probably between AD 41 and AD 67. The
primary purpose of the book of Mark is believed to have been for followers of Jesus
in Rome. There was a time of great hardship in the church and Mark wanted to
strengthen and encourage them. Many assume that Peter (you’ll learn about him
throughout Mark) was his main source of information.'

Think of a TV interview by your favorite actor. The interviewer can ask the
actor all sorts of questions because the actor has the inside scoop on what happened
on the set of their latest movie. Peter was one of Jesus’ closest followers, so Mark
interviewed him for a glimpse inside the ministry of Jesus. The Book of Mark is what
he learned and recorded.

An action-packed book, Mark doesn’t spend much time with the birth or early years
of Jesus. Instead, he starts his story just before Jesus' mission starts and introduces us to
John the Baptist. Let’s jump in and check it out!



Many Come, Many See

John the Baptist Prepares the Way (1:1-8)
[ohn, a relative of Jesus, had a unique
purpose for his life: he was the one meant

e to pave the way for Jesus. If you think of a
; %gt“’) huge, overgrown jungle, picture John

W/“ with a machete, slicing through the
. \ Rzpe.h'\'
or

p underbrush and carving a path. His path
ans 10 el sor‘f‘;lo doesn’t lead to a jungle, but to God.
Rrepe™ mzd\ons and \0“9“.‘“9 This path is carved by telling people to
! o2 Jonn W C(:r fheir repent. John wants people to live their
chc:“gm sor™Y od The® lives according to the Torah (the first
e.o‘;:kzs, ec ol o \ives five books of the Bible), instead of the
m‘so furn ve ay the¥ ways they have been living. Calling the people to repent

e W
d:ﬁ@"e’““‘l TY\GL‘“::\ \iving: will also ready them for the coming Messiah. Messiah is a
were cur? big word that we'll talk more about later but, for now,
know that it means "anointed.” The Jewish people were
waiting and desperately longing for the Messiah to come and save them.

After listening to John preach, if people wanted to repent and turn their lives around
to prepare for the Messiah, John baptized them in a river.* If you’ve never seen a
baptism, picture a person being gently dunked under the water by another person
and brought back up. If you have seen a baptism at church before, know that what
John was doing was a bit like that only with a
different meaning. Christians baptize now to

show that we’ve given our lives to Jesus with the
desire and a commitment to follow him.
John’s baptism was one of repentance.’

The Baptism and Testing of Jesus

(1:9-13) The Jordan River

The Jordan River is the body

Jesus gets baptized in the Jordan River ofbf:':e’ that connects the
by John too, not because he needs to G“’”eef]ThSi:(:'::hfhe.sea of
turn his life around, but as an example John baptizeq . e r':v‘er' wh.ere
of him taking the repentance required Tesus (see the :ny, including
for the people upon himself.® As the P on page 7).

heavens are torn open and the Spirit
descends while the voice of God rings
through the air, we also get our first view of
the Trinity in the book of Mark. After his
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baptism, Jesus goes into the wilderness and is
tempted by Satan (you can read more about that
story in Matthew 4:1-11) and his ministry begins.

Jesus Announces the Good News (1:14-15)

Soon after, John is put in prison because of his
teachings and Jesus begins to preach. Jesus’
message begins where John's left off—by calling
people to repent.

Scope It Out

For such an important character, we don’t hear
much about John in the book of Mark, but
something really special about the Bible is that there are four gospels. Each
of these gospels gives a different viewpoint of the author. They share similar stories,
but there are parts that are highlighted by some and glossed over by others. Think of
it this way: if you went to a theme park with friends or family and someone asked
you later what you did, you may all give different answers. Some parts stick out to
you that didn’t stick out to others. We see that in the gospels, too. So if you want to
read more about John the Baptist and why he was put in prison, look to Matthew 14.

Jesus Calls His First Disciples (1:16-20)

As Jesus begins his ministry, he then decides to call specific people to follow him.
Likely he already had crowds listening and learning from him, but he decides to call a
few men to walk closely with him and learn from him daily. He calls the first four in
this chapter that happen to be two sets of brothers: Simon (whose name is changed
to Peter) and his brother Andrew, and James and his brother John. These men were
all fishing when Jesus called them. He calls them away from their careers and asks
them to follow him.” Seems pretty risky, huh? To follow Jesus without knowing how
you'll work or eat; maybe not knowing if you'll see your loved ones very much after
that. Yet these men obey immediately because they £now there is something special
about Jesus and they want to be a part of it.

Scope It Out

In the same way Jesus called these men away from what they knew in order to follow
him, he also calls us. The Bible often shows people leaving their families, their land,
or their jobs to follow Jesus. They did this because they knew that following Jesus
was worth more than what they gave up. Have you ever had to give anything up to
do something that was more important to you? Maybe you couldn’t play both soccer
and football because they were during the same season, and you had to choose
which one was most important. This is what the disciples were doing, and this is
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Capernaym

often required of us to follow Jesus. Have you ever given anything c
apef'naum Sits bes,’d
e the

up to better follow Jesus?
nor'fher'n edge of the Seq o

Jesus Drives out an Impure Spirit (1:21-28) Capef:;zrene. During Jesys' day,
With his followers, Jesus’ ministry begins in earnest, and we get a trade "OU:/e(:si :‘aekicnzn;rfr of many
taste of just how special he is. In Capernaum, Jesus meets a man Place for the Message of 3_3: o
possessed by an impure spirit. The spirit recognizes Jesus’ power SPread. The town is offenus K
and authority as the “Holy One of God” (verse 24), and Jesus considered Jesys' "headquarteps!
silences the demon, driving him out and saving the man. , of Operation 10

Scope It Out

Do you sense the amazement of the people? Could you put yourself in their shoes?
A powerful demon, one that the people likely feared, was silenced and removed by
the words of Jesus. His teaching not only has authority, but his very words prove to
have authority over evil spirits. It’s no wonder the news of Jesus spread so quickly.

That same authority is still his today. Seated at the right hand of the Father, Jesus has
been given the name that is above every other name. He is Lord. As Lord of all, he
has authority. He is King. He is eternal. There is evil still now, but that is not because
Jesus has lost his power. No. He is patient, longing for all to repent. But there will
come a day when Jesus returns as the Victorious King of kings and Lord of lords.
On that day, he will justly judge, and evil will be vanquished forever. Do you know
this mighty, loving King yet? If you don’t, I hope you’ll open your heart to continue
learning about him.

Jesus Heals Many (1:29-34)

After driving out the impure spirit, Jesus goes to the home of Simon and Andrew,
where Jesus takes Peter’s sick mother-in-law by the hand. She is healed by his touch
and immediately begins to wait on him. At this point, news spreads and people bring
all their sick and hurting friends to Jesus for healing. They also bring many who are
demon-possessed. Jesus does the same as he did before, always commanding the
demons to remain silent.

You may be wondering as Jesus drives out demons, why does he keep the mouths of
the demons silent? That is a good question! Many students of Mark believe that Jesus
silences the demons because he does not approve of the unclean spirit's testimony."'

Jesus Prays in a Solitary Place (1:35-39)

After a night of healing, Jesus doesn’t take his time to sleep in and recover. Instead,
notice how he gets up early and goes off alone to spend time in prayer. The disciples
come to find him because everyone is looking for Jesus, but Jesus moves on. His
purpose is to preach the message of God to the people. From there, he goes into
towns preaching and driving out demons.

Scope It Out
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ministry. It is often made known that Jesus went off alone to

ay Prayer and time alone with his Father were vital to Jesus'
%‘ PARe

what!?
-

LeprosY pray. As his followers, we’re called to pray, too. This can be
o8y refers scary or feel strange, but the more you do it, the easier it
Tnthe gible. \?f‘:\ Jisorders: becomes. Think of prayer as talking to a friend. Tell God
X0 yarious white spots: about your day. You can do this while riding a bike or just
quch 05 e Z\;’e,n strang® before bed. You don’t need a special place, though some
purns br\ d“ess}z people like to have one and that’s okay too! Most important is
al

that you start. Tell God you need help to pray. You can ask him for
things and share things with him. Turn prayer into an ongoing conversation with
God. You can talk to him anytime and anywhere. Make sure you also take time to
listen because God speaks when we give him the space to.

Jesus Heals a Man with Leprosy (1:40-45)

Crowds are following Jesus now and within these crowds many are searching for
healing from Jesus. One such man has leprosy. According to the law of Moses
(found in the first five books of the Bible), a man with leprosy had to stay outside of
the community (Leviticus 13:46). This man, isolated and alone, begs Jesus to cleanse
him. Jesus does so willingly, and the man is healed.

Then, Jesus asks even him to remain silent. His reason here is different than his
reason for having the demons remain silent. Students of Mark believe there could be
a few possibilities for Jesus requesting the cleansed man not to tell anyone about his
healing. First, the healing of leprosy may have caused the man a conflict with the
Jewish leaders that needed to proclaim him clean. As you’ll see, the Jewish leaders
didn’t always like Jesus and without a priest's blessing, the newly healed man
wouldn't be able to return to his home. Another possibility is that Jesus' time has not
yet come. Jesus is operating on a timeline and may have wanted to wait before
setting events into motion. A final plausible reason for Jesus asking the leper to
remain silent is that he does not want people to come to him only for miracles, but
for his teaching."

In the first chapter of Mark Jesus begins his ministry and the crowds are forming. He
is a rising star and people are amazed by his authority both in teaching and
performing miracles. It seems like smooth sailing for now, but soon the plot will
thicken as conflict stirs.

11



Jesus and the Outcasts

In chapter two, Jesus causes quite a stir with the people. Many have already heard
about him, and crowds are gathering to listen to him when he speaks. Can you
imagine hearing about a friend who has been sick
their whole life, that is suddenly better after going to

Jesus? Or maybe you knew of the man who had
leprosy, but after one touch from Jesus, his skin
cleared up and he was totally healed. Jesus would
sound amazing, and I bet you'd try to figure out
where he was going to be next so you could see and
hear him. That's what is happening in chapter two:
people are hearing stories about some who were
healed or freed from demons, and they want to see
for themselves what is going on.

Because of this, the crowds find Jesus. These
crowds, however, aren’t only full of curious people,
they also include the religious leaders of the day.
These religious leaders were known as the Pharisees,
Sadducees and teachers of the
law. Some would say these men
were jealous of Jesus’ large
following.* Some would say
these groups wanted Jesus to
follow the customs #hey had
established and added to the
Law of Moses.” Either way,
they want to know what Jesus is

up to.

Jesus Forgives and Heals a Paralyzed Man (2:1-12) ;
These groups of religious leaders clash with Jesus in chapter two as men cut a hole in N Wiay —
the roof of a house to get their paralyzed friend to Jesus. When Jesus sees him, he 5 atlp
tells the man his sins are forgiven. This statement is a bombshell to the religious IasPhGIny:
leaders of the day because they know and believe that only God can forgive sins. To speak il
Jesus knows this too, meaning that he is claiming to be God, which would sound like isrespecffull o
blasphemy to the leaders. “You can’t say that!” they’d be thinking. Jesus knows their od op Some:h?bour

Ing

thoughts and then provides further evidence that he does indeed have the power and holy,6
authority of God. By this, he tells the man to get up and walk—and the man does! '

Scope It Out

Did you notice the faith and persistence of the friends of the paralyzed man? This
man would have been unable to get himself to Jesus. He couldn’t walk, so his only
hope would be if Jesus passed by him. But then came his friends. They picked him
up and carried him to Jesus. Frustratingly, after their exhausting work of carrying

12



their friend, they meet with a crowd so big even they can’t get to Jesus. Not to be
deterred, they cut a hole in a roof! What perseverance for the sake of their friend.
What faith to know that if they can just get to Jesus, their friend would be healed.

I wonder if we have that kind of persistence and faith. Sometimes, we can think of
time with Jesus as just another thing we have to do. Jesus and the Bible can start to
seem boring, or like we know all the stories, so why read? Why spend time with
Jesus? I pray that instead, we will show the same kind of enthusiasm as these friends
did. What if we were so in awe and in love with Jesus that we would cut a hole in a
roof just to see him? I wouldn’t recommend that exact response, your parents might
be a bit upset. But search your heart. Are you that amazed by Jesus and what he
does? The Christian walk should be anything but dull and boring, so let’s look to him
to help us see the wonder of who he is and what he has done. Let’s pray, “Lord,
excite me by your Word and actions. Give me a heart that recognizes how incredible
you are.”

Jesus Calls Levi and Eats with Sinners (2:13-17)

Not long after the healing of the paralyzed man, we see another confrontation Jesus
has with the Pharisees. Jesus calls Levi to be his disciple and then goes to have
dinner at his house. This doesn't sound wrong, does it? It's just a dinner party. In
that time, though, Levi was seen as scum. He was a tax collector. When the Romans
occupied Judea, they hired people to become their tax collectors to collect money to
pay for the construction of roads and the maintenance of cities. If it wasn't enough
that the Jewish people were paying taxes to Rome, the tax collectors were often
dishonest, keeping extra money for themselves. Because of this, if a Jewish man
became a tax collector, he was regarded as an outcast and his family would likely
disown him.” “How could Jesus call someone like that?” the religious leaders are
wondering. They probably assumed Levi wasn't good enough to follow anybody
important and, if Jesus really was important, he wouldn’t eat with sinners and rotten
people like tax collectors, but they were so very wrong. Jesus calls even the worst of
sinners.

Scope It Out

Just as Jesus called the people that no one else liked during that
time, he still calls sinners and outcasts today. Sometimes we think
we have to be perfect before we can follow Jesus. Throughout his
ministry, though, we see the opposite. He doesn’t come to call the
perfect, best people. He calls the lost, lonely, broken, hurting, and
sinners. He calls people the world would never call. If you don’t
teel like Jesus could ever use you, keep reading and see all that he
does with people that others would want nothing to do with.

Jesus Questioned About Fasting (2:18-22)

Continuing in the chapter, Jesus is met with more questions. The
disciples of the Pharisees and John the Baptist are fasting, but
Jesus' disciples aren't. When asked about why his disciples are not
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fasting, Jesus responds with some stories that may be hard to understand. Let’s look
into these a little further.

As he talks about weddings, Jesus is saying that the time for fasting as a means of
sorrow or repentance is over, because he—the salvation—has come. His presence
should be a time of great rejoicing, like at 2 wedding feast.”

Then there are two stories that mean the same thing: the story of the wineskin and
the story of the cloth. In both of these stories, Jesus is saying that the old
understanding of the Kingdom of God doesn’t fit with what he is about to unleash.
Jesus certainly didn’t come in a way that was ordinary, and his life was not going to
play out in the way that everyone expected. His ways and plans are different and
better. With these stories, Jesus is challenging them to open their minds to a new
understanding of what the Kingdom of God is like, because it’s even bigger, better,
and more powerful than they could imagine."

Jesus is Lord of the Sabbath (2:23-28)

In the final part of chapter two, the Pharisees confront Jesus for allowing his
disciples to pick grain on the Sabbath. This isn’t because Jesus and his followers were
breaking the law, rather, the Pharisees had created ex#rz rules to keep the people
from breaking laws."

Imagine this: pretend your parents say you can't have

ay pe—— dessert unless your room is clean, but you are so afraid they
W%\ﬁt!? won't think your room is clean that you clean the whole

[ ] Sabbath house, just to be sure. The rule is that your
don room needs to be clean, not the house, and
A day dedicated 1o res";::ii in now you've added to their rules. There isn't WhO’s
the seventh day of e Tewish a problem if you want to clean the whole
which 6od * o5 (and is stil house (your parents won’t mind, I
people. this day V‘; m sunset on promisel), but now pretend that your
yoday) observed fro brother or sister won't help you clean the

\
// their room. If you complain that they get

house because they only want to clean

dessert because they only cleaned their
room and not the whole house like you did, you're creating more
rules than your parents had in the first place.

This is what is happening here. According to the Law of Moses,
you could not use a sickle on the Sabbath to harvest your grain.
Nothing was said about picking some and eating it."” Because the
Pharisees question Jesus on this, he answers with a story from the Old Testament.
He tells of a story about David which you can read more about in 1 Samuel 21:1-6.
What Jesus is trying to tell the Pharisees is that their strict interpretation of the rules
is a hardship to the people in a way the laws were never intended to be.

Scope It Out
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We see in this chapter that Jesus often surrounds himself with people the world
considers unimpressive. He eats with “tax collectors” and “sinners.” These were the
lowlifes of the time and most wouldn’t expect an important teacher to hang out with
such people, but he does. I have to wonder, who are you eating with? Are you only
hanging out with the popular kids in an attempt to seem cool or important? Or are
you on the lookout for people who maybe don’t have anyone to eat with, sit with,
talk to, or hang out with? Who can you think of this week that you could approach
and show the same love that Jesus showed for the people the world ignored?

15



Taking Sides

We left off in chapter two with Jesus being questioned by the Pharisees about his
disciples picking grain on the Sabbath. At this point in the book of Mark, Jesus has
caused quite a stir. To some he’s a rising star, while others see him as a

rebellious teacher bent on changing the oral traditions of the time. In

chapter three, the divisions become even starker as Jesus continues his ; %lay T —
& Whi? |

ministry.

Synagogue
Jesus Heals on the Sabbath (3:1-6)

Synagogues were meeting places and
served to complement the temple.
Local synagogues would allow for the
Jewish community to meet, study the
Scriptures, and spend time in prayer. |
This would be similar to your local |
church'!

The chapter starts with Jesus entering a synagogue. There he meets a
man with a shriveled hand, and Jesus asks all those around him this
question in verse 4: “Which is lawful on the
Sabbath: to do good or to do evil, to save life
ot to kill?” Jesus knows the answer to the
question, but he is again poking at the
traditions the teachers of the law have created. If
it would be a good thing to heal a man, then the Law
should allow it, right? They know the answer and they
know that Jesus is pointing out their mistake in valuing
their rules over people, but when confronted with their
mistake, they don’t humble themselves and change, they
remain silent. Jesus heals the man, but rather than
rejoicing in this miracle, the hearts of the Pharisees and
Herodians harden even more and they become so angry
that they begin to plot a way to kill Jesus.

Crowds Follow Jesus (3:7-12)

The chapter continues with stories like we have seen in chapter one and chapter
two: Jesus travels about teaching and healing many. His popularity with the common

people has grown at this point, and they often crowd Jesus, just so they can touch
him.

Jesus Appoints the Twelve (3:13-19)

From these large crowds and people following him, Jesus appoints a special group.
These men are commonly referred to as the Twelve, the disciples or the apostles. The
term disciple in the Bible means “learner,” while the term apostle means
“messenger,” but both are often used interchangeably in our culture today.’

Jesus Accused by His Family and by Teachers of the law (3:20-35)

After calling the Twelve, we see again how crowds are often pressing in on Jesus and
this time, his family comes to him. You would think it would be exciting for Jesus to
see his family after all the traveling, right? Unfortunately, this wasn’t a happy family
reunion. His family comes with the intent to stop his ministry, believing that he is

16



out of his mind. His family thought he was crazy! This is paralleled
with the teachers of the law. They come all the way down from
Jerusalem to claim that Jesus must be possessed by Beelzebul, the
prince of demons.

Those are some heavy accusations that Jesus is facing. Some- his
family- are saying he’s crazy, while others are saying he is possessed
by a demon. Jesus doesn’t run from these accusations, instead he
meets them head on. He explains that it wouldn’t make very much
sense for someone possessed by a demon to drive out demons. If that was how
Satan worked, then his whole army would fall apart because they would constantly
be fighting against each other.

Jesus goes on to say that no one can break into a strong man’s house to take from it
without first tying up the strong man. In this
analogy, Jesus is referring to Satan as a strong
man. Jesus, by his very nature and power, has

—— come to tie up the strong man and plunder from
him.” Jesus came to reclaim what sin stole from us!

a¥io
W ato . He came to rescue us from the dominion of

. “Blaspheme the Holy Spirit” darkness and bring us into his glorious kingdom of

The tense and writi
indicate that those ¢ .
unclean spirit were clai
ongoing way. I
but a continua

light. Make no mistake, Satan is powerful, but he is
no match for the power of Jesus. See how the
demons must obey his every command? See how
Jesus can “tie him up?”” This is not something that
a demon-possessed man could do, only God can.
Many people, however, don’t believe and are

ng of verses 28-30
laiming Jesus had an
ming it inan

+ wasn't a one-time mistake,

| hard-heartedness against

im his
TJesus which caused them o ezl warned to not be those that blaspheme the Holy

power came from Saf

ne fo .
an. For o Spitit. Jesus then looks around and makes a

f God T . .
continually assert That the power 0 distinction. Jesus claims that his mother and

belonged To Satan wo
unde,r'smr\dabl

uld make it

’ +ernal brothers are those who surround him and listen to
lled an e

etobeca his teaching. His family are not the ones who are
6 - N
sin’____ —— calling him crazy and demon-possessed, but those
who listen and obey his instructions.

Scope It Out

We can also be a part of Jesus’ family! When he spoke to those around him, he said
those who listen and obey his instructions were a part of his family. That wasn’t
meant to apply only to those sitting there at the time; it applies to us as welll Maybe it
sounds overwhelming to follow Jesus. Maybe you’re afraid you’ll mess up. Don’t
worty, the disciples messed up, too. A lot. But you’ll see that, as they come back to
him after their failures with humble hearts, he forgives them and urges them to carry
on. One way to help us obey God’s instructions is to learn them by reading the
Bible, which you’re doing! So keep it up. Keep learning and diving in to better
understand how to follow Jesus.
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The tension is coming to a climax in chapter three. The teachers of the law are
plotting to kill Jesus, even as his ministry continues to grow. People are beginning to
take sides, whether they see him as a crazed man that should be silenced or are
counted as members of his family.
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The Kingdom

In chapter four, Mark is going to do something new. So far, his story focuses
on the miracles of Jesus and the conflict that is stirring. Mark is telling the
parts of the story that are full of action. But we know from \)
the other gospels and a few comments in Mark that Jesus ™) W ay '
Did you was also an incredible teacher. In chapter four, Mark
takes a break from the action to highlight some Gospe|
teachings of ]esus.2 Gospe| sim

These teachings of Jesus typically come in the form of
parables. Parables are stories told to make a point of
spiritual or moral truth. These stories usually revolve

around the common person’s everyday life.* For e

example, a lot of the parables Jesus tells are about €sus, which s 900d neyys|
farming because, during this time, people mostly grew tN
own food. Other gospels share more of these parables, but Mark

records four here in the fourth chapter.

Before we dive into these parables, I want to take a minute to encourage you. These
stories are simple but can be hard to understand. Remember that it’s okay to ask
questions, and it’s okay if something seems difficult. You’ll see that even Jesus’
disciples needed these parables explained to them on a regular basis.

The Parable of the Sower (4:1-20)

The first parable is about a Sower—which is someone who
plants or scatters seed. In this parable, Jesus tells the story of a
farmer who sows his seed on four different types of ground.
Each of the grounds produces a different result. Jesus explains
this parable later in the chapter, so we won’t go into too much
detail here, but I want to point out verse 12. In verse 12, Jesus
quotes from the prophet Isaiah 6:9-10 saying he speaks in
parables “so that, ‘they may be ever seeing but never perceiving,
and ever hearing but never understanding; otherwise, they might
turn and be forgiven!”

. This is alittle bit confusing, right? It
ay o sounds like Jesus doesn’t want people to
w at‘. 2 understand what he’s saying or else they
W orophe sied would turn and be forgiven. Doesn’t

Jesus want us to be forgiven? The answer

. is yes. One of the disciples, Peter, who

To prophes ‘jre,veﬂ““g i God's was listening to this teaching from Jesus
pased o" Go phet can ais® 6 We would later write that the Lord “is patient with you, not

h.
cophet- A P o King Ty h wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to
spoke\i&::‘ phet is P o future repentance” (2 Peter 3:9). What is Jesus saying, then? To
can

ith the find this out, we must take a look at Isaiah. When Isaiah
prophesied, he was trying to teach people how to live for

ds @
and it hin
comeﬂ'ue' ible.



God in a time when they had turned away. Many of the people, however, hardened
their hearts against Isaiah’s message, even though he did what God asked of him and
spoke the truth. This is what is happening here,” and can happen to us,

too. God longs for us to not only hear his word, but to put it into

action. We must turn from our ways to his way, but the choice is ours.

We can either harden our hearts against God’s message or listen, S a

learn, accept, and be saved. The Word of God remains true, it is up ‘17 y
to us to decide what to do with it. . Ila t! ?
Old Testamen

A Lamp on a Stand (4:21-25)

he Bj
b the Ochilt;!e S divideq jnt ,

n his second parable of the chapter, Jesus talks about a lamp. Test estament (om Wo parts:
Jesus is this lamp that is meant to be revealed. Throughout the his Tor-ya/mem (NT), The Oand the Ney,
Old Testament, Israelites often did not know what God’s plan to prop hefls 0” 95, and Wmmclon'rains
save the world would look like, but we see it revealed in Jesus. The NT Z'o befor, he time <)ng of th
With that, Jesus tells his listeners in verses 24-25 to “consider Je sus, ch nlens.; the ospels ag esys
carefully what you hear,” because “whoever has will be given Prophecy, BC histop  lettepg a°u1'
more; whoever does not have, even what little he has will be Underst, h qr rucial ip ; d
taken from him.” anding o f God L8

Does that sound unfair? Like if I had two cookies and you had ten, the little I had
would be taken from me and you would get even more? That’s how I read this story
as a kid. But what Jesus is talking about here is in a spiritual sense. When we consider
carefully what we hear, if we respond to the good news of Jesus and seek him, even
more spiritual truth and understanding will be given to us. But to those who harden
their hearts against Jesus and refuse to listen to the message they’ve heard, even what
they heard will be taken from them.®

Scope It Out

I wonder what the soil of your heart is like. Are there weeds that need to be
removed? Are birds after the seed that is scattered? Or is your soil rich and able to
produce fruit? I pray that you have a soft heart with good soil. As you read, allow the
words of the Bible to settle deep in your soul and water them so they may grow.

As this faith and knowledge grows inside of you, allow the light of Jesus to shine
forth brightly in your life. Maybe that’s changing the way you speak to others. Maybe
it’s obeying your parents without complaint. Maybe it’s volunteering to help the poor
in your community. As you read, ask God to show you what he wants you to do. He
is a good and faithful shepherd who guides his sheep, no matter how young.

The Growing Seed (4:26-29)

The third parable Jesus tells is of the growing seed. This parable is only found in
Mark and has a special beauty to it.” The first story shows that we need to be
concerned with the “soil” of our hearts and our response to God’s message, but this
story shows that the seed itself has extraordinary power. The seed in this story is still
the Kingdom of God. It is scattered and grows on its own. This doesn’t mean we
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aren’t to work in obedience, but simply that the Kingdom of God is powerfully
beyond us and our abilities to maintain it and make it grow. It is the work of God to
bring his Kingdom come, but we are blessedly allowed to play a part."

The Mustard Seed (4:30-34)

Finally, Jesus gives the last parable of chapter four, and it is about a tiny mustard
seed. If you’ve never seen a mustard seed, take time to look it up with an adult’s
permission. The seeds are extremely tiny. But here, Jesus proclaims it grows into a
large garden plant. This likely relates to how small and unimpressive Jesus’ ministry
began in the eyes of the world. Though his ministry started humbly, it grew into a
life-altering, life-saving sacrifice that changed the wotld."

Jesus Calms the Storm (4:35-41)

In the final part of this chapter, Mark returns to another miracle of Jesus. In a boat
with the disciples, a furious storm pops up. With three words, Jesus calms a storm
that may have otherwise thrown the disciples overboard. Then, he asks the disciples
the reason for their fear. Do they have so little faith in him? What Jesus is asking is,
“Do you trust mer”

Scope It Out

I don’t know about you, but trust is hard for me. I want to know what is going to
happen and when. But often, Jesus calls us to trust him, even when it doesn’t make
sense. Thankfully, as he shows the disciples, he is bigger and more powerful than we
can imagine. In the same way the disciples stood in awe of Jesus and his mighty
power over nature, we can stand in awe of his mighty power over our circumstances
trusting that he is in control. He is just as mighty today as he was then. And today, he
still desires us to trust him.

If trust doesn’t come easily to you, pray about it. Ask God to help you. If you feel
fear, tell God about it. 1 Peter 5:7 says to “cast all your anxiety on him because he
cares for you.” It was the disciple Peter who wrote that. I wonder if he thought back
on this time in the boat whenever he felt afraid. Maybe that reminded him just how
mighty God is and how he helps us in our time of need. Maybe this story reminded
him that he can trust Jesus fully and completely. Are there any stories you can think
of in your own life when God showed himself to be really big and strong? Next time
you’re afraid, think about that time to remind yourself how powerful God is.
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Clean Meets the Unclean

At the end of chapter four, the disciples stood in a boat, likely with their mouths
wide-open in amazement, because even the winds and waves obeyed Jesus. It’s in
chapter five that we see why Jesus got in the boat in the first place: he was on a
mission to get to some hurting people who were desperate for him. All of these
people could have been considered outcasts or unimportant at the time, people the
world would overlook and ones that would make him “unclean” by Jewish law if he
went anywhere near them. How do you think Jesus will respond?

Jesus Restores a Demon-Possessed Man
(5:1-20)

| Where it
lhe \VOI" .

=

asenes e . :
The Ger Jesus and his disciples are on their way to the region

of the Gerasenes. Upon arrival, Jesus meets a man
with an evil spirit. From the description Mark gives
us, we learn this man was made strong by the evil

the Sed

Gerasa was ed as mostlY
of Galilee: ntiles (o

. ited . : .
inhabite 3 wou! spirit. He is also miserable and desperate for
Tewish peoP 0ds
¢ followe other 9 freedom.
hav .
/ .
/ When he sees Jesus, the man runs and falls at his

feet. Here, the encounter occurs, and Jesus and the
evil spirit speak to one another. Again, the evil spirit recognizes Jesus’ power and
authority. He calls Jesus the “Son of the Most High God” (Verse 7). The demon was
giving Jesus a divine title, recognizing that Jesus is truly God.” Some students of
Mark have suggested that the reason for the demon to call the name of Jesus was not
out of reverence, but in an attempt to gain authority over Jesus, based on the
assumption of the time that, by using the precise name of an enemy, one could gain
mastery over them.’ Either way, the evil spirit knew Jesus was truly God, and in no
way did he gain authority over Jesus.
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Without authority in the presence of Jesus, the demon is commanded out. After the
demon pleads not to be driven away, Jesus asks the demon his name. This is the only
time we see Jesus interact with an unclean spirit, rather than to drive it
out and silence it. The demon’s response that his name is Legion could
have a few different explanations. Legion was a term used in the Roman
military to designate 4,000-6,000 soldiers, so the spirit could have been
indicating that there were that many spirits within the man.* Another
possible reason for the name was an attempt to intimidate Jesus by their
large number and scare Jesus away.” Regardless of the reason for the
response, Jesus does not fear the spirits that possessed the man. Instead,
he commands the spirits to leave the man and travel into a herd of pigs.

You may be wondering, “Why didn’t Jesus leave the poor pigs alone?”
and that is a good question. One important thing to remember is that
Jesus saves the man from the fate that the pigs receive. Another thing to
remember is that Jesus did not command the demons to run into the
lake. It is the work of the demons that destroy the pigs, just as they were
in the process of destroying the man beforehand.”

Once the man is saved and the pigs are driven by the evil spirits into the

lake, those who own the pigs run to tell everyone. This causes crowds to form,
where people see the man who had once been terrifying and crazed, sitting in his
right mind at the feet of Jesus.

Do they shout and jump for joy? Sadly, no. Instead of praising Jesus, the people turn
him away. Maybe they are upset because of the loss of the pigs. That would have
been a lot of money the pig herders lost when their pigs died, and perhaps the
people fear greater losses if Jesus stays. Or maybe the people recognize Jesus had
immense power and, not understanding who he is, they are afraid how he might use
it.?

Whatever their reasons, the people miss out on seeing any further miracles because
they drive Jesus away. Jesus, however, doesn't leave the people on their own. He
doesn't say, "Forget about these people, they kicked me out." Instead, he leaves them
a missionary. The man who was once possessed by Legion longs to leave with Jesus,
but Jesus calls him to a different road. Jesus tells the man to stay and tell people
about the mercy he received and the freedom he was given. Through his story, many
people were amazed.

The Sick Woman and the Dead Girl (5:21-44)
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The chapter goes on as Jesus steps into the boat
and likely returns to Capernaum at the other side
of the lake.” Again, crowds gather to see him and
now another man falls at his feet. This time, the
man is not demon possessed, but the leader of a
synagogue. This is an important note to make
because, often, the religious leaders of the day get a
bad reputation. Many do refuse Jesus, but there are
some that come and fall at his feet, seeking his
help. One such man is Jairus, who has a dying
daughter, and he begs Jesus to come to his house
and heal her.

On the way, a woman reaches to touch Jesus. This
woman has been the subject of bleeding for twelve years. Based on the Jewish law,
the bleeding makes the woman “unclean.” Not only is she unclean, but anyone she
touches would become unclean for the day. When I say unclean, I don't mean she
smells a little and needs a bath. In Jewish law, God made rules for his people on how
to stay clean and pure. If a person became unclean by these standards, they usually
couldn't participate in certain activities until they were clean again.'"” Because of her
bleeding, she is unable to touch anyone without making them unclean for the day.
The chairs she sits on would be considered unclean, and if anyone else sits on a seat
she has sat on, they would become unclean for the day and be required to wash their
clothes and take a bath (Leviticus 15:20-23). Can you imagine what her life would
have been like? For twelve years she constantly had to tell people she was unclean.
She would have needed to explain why they couldn't sit where she sat. For twelve
years, she would have had to keep from touching anyone unless they were willing to
be unclean for the day. What emotional pain this woman must have lived in, on top
of the condition of her bleeding.

It makes sense why she spent all her money on every doctor she could find. She
wants to be well. And when she sees Jesus, she sees her chance. For these reasons,
the woman forces her way to Jesus to simply touch his cloak. With that
touch, she is healed, and Jesus takes notice. He knows that someone
came to him for healing, even though they did it without words and
Jesus longs to find the one who touched him. Knowing she is healed,
the woman confesses, and Jesus says a beautiful thing to her. He calls
her “daughter,” and tells her to go in peace because her faith has made
her well.

Jesus is interrupted once more to be told that Jairus' daughter, the one
who Jesus was originally going to heal, has died. The people assume it
is useless now to bother Jesus, but Jesus tells them all is not lost. He
continues to the home and takes three of his twelve disciples with him.
He dismisses the mourners, telling them to leave because the gitl isn't
dead, but asleep. When looking at surrounding events and the other
accounts of this story, based on the reaction of the mourners, she was
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probably dead and not simply in a coma. Jesus likely said she was sleeping to indicate
that she would rise again.” And, with the touch of Jesus and the command to get up,
she does!

Scope It Out

Allow me to make one point here. In each story of this chapter, Jesus is faced with a
situation that would render him “unclean” by Jewish law if he went near or touched
the person. Unclean spirits, a woman bleeding, and a dead body would each cause
any who come in contact to be unclean. By the standards of the law, it would make
sense if Jesus ran. Until that point, if clean and unclean met, there was only one
outcome: the clean one was defiled. That, however, was before Jesus. You see Jesus
turned this rule on its head. By his touch or interaction with the unclean, he passed
his cleanness onto them. This is miraculous, revolutionary, and beautiful.

Do you see how Jesus keeps going after those that are rejected by everyone else?
Those that are unclean? Maybe you know some people in your life that you think of
as unclean. Not in a Jewish law way, but in the way of an outcast. Someone
undesirable. Someone overlooked or hard to love. Did you make an effort after
chapter two to interact and befriend the outcasts you know? If you did, how did it
go? Was it hard? Did people make fun of you for it? If you didn’t, do you think you
could try this week?

The events of chapter five were pretty intense, huh? A man possessed by demons is
restored and sent to tell others the good news of Jesus. A woman is healed from
twelve years of bleeding and emotional solitude. A little girl is raised to life by the
gentle touch and command of Jesus. Young learners, our Jesus is so mighty. He is so
powerful. He is so good. Do you see it yet? Do you see how he saves and heals and
restores? Do you see his character and compassion for the lost and hurting people?
Do you see his love for the lonely? It jumps off every page of Mark, and I hope
you're noticing it. Keep going into chapter six, to see even more of our miraculous,
life-changing Jesus.
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Sending, Feeding, Walking

In chapter five of Mark, we saw Jesus enter the unclean places and, by a touch or a
word, make them clean. He cast the demons out of the man from the Gerasenes, a
woman touched his cloak and was healed from a twelve-year sickness, and a young
girl was raised from the dead by a gentle touch and the command to get up.

A Prophet Without Honor (6:1-6)

o “‘)@ Chapter six picks up with Jesus in Nazareth, the place

J— ‘\;‘\;“&“,‘-\d where he grew up. Do you remember how his
\ brothers and mom came to collect him in chapter
‘\\cuz(“'e)"h three? They said he was crazy. Here, in Nazareth, the
Jesus hormetoW™ attitudes are similar. Jesus goes intg the Synagogue to
This Was ° he hills of teach, as he often does, but here his teaching is met
15 wos 0 it likelY hod © with questions. "Isn't this the carpenter?" and "Isn't
Galilee, " Lation - this Mary's son?" (verse 3), are likely insults being
srnall POP of the 1| thrown by the people. What they're really saying is,

200 peoP ¢ - "Aren't you just a simple laborer? Don't we know
/ your family? How could you have such knowledge
' and wisdom?”” The crowd's reference to Jesus being
Mary's son rather than Joseph’s was possibly another insult because children were

always known by their father’s name in this culture.’ It could also be an indication
that Joseph had died, and Mary was a widow.*

Because of the crowd's response to Jesus, he marvels at them—in a bad way. Have
you ever been so disgusted that your jaw drops? I wonder if that’s a little like Jesus’
response. He is hugely disappointed in their lack of faith in him and, because there is
so little faith, they see very few miracles.

Jesus Sends out the Twelve (6:6-13)

After leaving Nazareth, Jesus teaches in many places. It is at this point in his ministry
that the disciples get called to action. Remember, disciple means "learner" and
apostle means "messenger." Here, Jesus is about to make messengers out of his
learners. He sends out the twelve in pairs. Jesus tells the disciples not to take
anything, but to rely on the hospitality of the people they will meet. He also gives
them authority to drive out demons and heal the sick, all while preaching the same
message that John the Baptist started in chapter one—to repent (verses 8-12). Please
know that the disciples have authority because Jesus gives it to them. They are an
extension, a representation of him.” What Jesus did, they can now do because they
have been sent by their teacher.

Scope It Out

We are also called to be the representation of Jesus here on earth. When we believe
in him and submit our lives to him, we are meant to be sent just like the disciples
were, with power and authority. I wonder if this was a little like riding a bike without
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training wheels for the first time or riding a roller coaster. To be sent by Jesus like
this would be super exciting, but also a little scary. Even today following Jesus can
feel like that. Know that you're not alone in that feeling. But also know that Jesus is
with you, meeting all your needs, helping you to be bold for him and empowering
you with his Holy Spirit. How can you be bold for Jesus this week?

I also want to point out that Jesus sent out his disciples by two. It is so important to
find and maintain a friendship in your walk with Jesus. You may not have a best
friend at every point in your life but seek and pray for Godly friends to help you
along on this journey. We are so much stronger when we have people to build us up,
call us out, and help us in our walk.

John the Baptist Beheaded (6:14-
29)

With word of Jesus spreading, King
Herod hears about him and is afraid.
Verse 16 indicates that Herod is afraid
of Jesus because Jesus reminds him of
John the Baptist. Do you remember
John the Baptist? He was Jesus'
cousin and the one who prepared the
way for Jesus. This is where Mark
takes a moment to explain what
happened to John. You see, John was
well known for speaking the truth and
speaking it boldly. He was so bold
that he told King Herod that he was
making bad choices. King Herod had
martied his brothet's wife, which was
against the Jewish law. Everyone
knew it, but who would dare tell the
King he is doing the wrong thing?
John would dare (verse 18). Because
he spoke the truth, Herodias, the wife of Herod, wanted him dead. A time came
when her daughter pleased the King, and he promised to do whatever she
asked. Sadly, she demanded the head of John the Baptist, and so John was
killed. He showed great courage to stand up for the truth to a very
powerful man in a time when many were too afraid.

Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand (6:30-44)

After the side note about John the Baptist, Mark takes us back to the
apostles. They come back to Jesus after his sending them out, and crowds
are following them the same way crowds have followed Jesus. Jesus takes
them to a quiet, solitary place, but the crowds just won't let up. Jesus, in
his compassion, decides to teach the crowds because they "are like sheep
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without a shepherd” (verse 34). This is an interesting and exciting statement.

In the Old Testament, there is a man named Moses, who leads the Israelites out of
slavery and into the wilderness, where they wander for forty years. Near the end of
his life, Moses asks God to appoint a new leader so the people will not be like sheep
without a shepherd (Numbers 27:15-17). In Mark, when Jesus says the people are like
sheep without a shepherd, he is pointing out that, even though a new leader came
after Moses, the people are still lost. The people need more than a good human
leader, they need God to come in and save them.’

Jesus is making an analogy to the Israelites’ time in the
wilderness. And Jesus does something even more
spectacular than what was done for the Israelites. In
the wilderness, God provided food, but it rotted by
the next day (Exodus 16). Here, Jesus provides
enough food for everyone to eat their fill and have
leftovers. Not only that, but he also satisfies their
hearts with his teaching. The similarities of these two
stories are meant to show Jesus as God. In the same
way God provided a leader for the people in the
wilderness, he is providing his only Son to save and
lead the lost. In the same way God fed the Israelites,
Jesus meets the needs of the people, but this time,
with food that never spoils.

Did vou

Jesus Walks on Water
(6:45-56)

After this breathtaking miracle, Jesus sends the Twelve to
Bethsaida without him. Jesus, as he often does, goes to a
solitary place to pray. In the night, however, the apostles are
met by a huge storm, so Jesus walks out to them on the water.
Yes, you read that correctly. He walks on the water! This
would be a big deal for any of us to see, but to these twelve
men it was even more meaningful because of their knowledge
of the Old Testament. Throughout the Old Testament, God is
spoken of as one who walks on the waves. You can check it
out for yourself in Job 9:8, Isaiah 43:16, and several other
places. The disciples didn't make the connection that Jesus
feeding the five thousand was a picture of how God provided
for the Israelites in the desert. They aren’t always quick to
catch on and even here they first assume Jesus is a ghost. Once
they realize it’s him however, perhaps for the first time, their
hearts are softened, and they marvel at who Jesus truly is.”
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Miraculous Faith

The pace is steadily increasing as we continue in Mark. Crowds are growing, the
disciples have seen firsthand the miracles of Jesus, and even done some miracles of
their own! Because of this, the teachers of the law are watching their every move.
Chapter seven is no different: the Pharisees and teachers of the law are back

with more questions for Jesus.

That Which Defiles (7:1-23) N Wi?ig?

In this beginning section, the issue the religious leaders have with Jesus this Tabernacle

time comes from a lack of handwashing. ’'m certain that you’ve probably This w

been reprimanded a time or two for not washing your hands, but it wasn’t war-sh(jS Where the Israelites
quite the same as what the religious leaders are talking about. This, again, emple F;ped God before the
goes back to the oral traditions of the Jewish law that the Pharisees were God's P° Jerusalem yqs built.
strict in upholding. In Exodus 30:19 (the second book of the Bible), the Law resence dwelleq there
required the priests to wash their hands before entering the tabernacle. By (Exodus 25-31), '

the time of Jesus, the religious leaders were encouraging everyone to clean
their hands before eating, to maintain a similar level of holiness or purity like
the priests.'

Please know that God desires for us to be holy. Holy
means to be set apart or different. We are meant to

> S serve God faithfully and with pure hearts. But that is

Wliligt“) where Jesus sees a problem with the leaders—their

- hearts. In fact, Jesus calls the religious leaders
Hypocrite hypocrites because they are reprimanding others
about how they follow God, all while their own
The term used fo refer to actors on hearts are far from him. They are talking the talk, but
a stage. These actors wore masks to not walking the walk, and Jesus is disappointed that

represent different characters. By
calling people hypocritgs, Jesus was
saying they were puﬂ!r\g on a show
of being godly, but their hearts were
far from God.?

these leaders have upheld the traditions of men over
the commands of God.

Jesus gives an example, then, of a way the Pharisees
and teachers of the law were upholding their
traditions over God’s commands. He mentions an
old tradition they had called Corban. Corban when a
person commits to offer something to God, unfortunately, some people were using
the idea of Corban to dishonor their parents. Sometimes, a son would claim his land
and money was Corban—devoted the Temple and God—therefore if his family
needed money or land, they would say they didn’t have any, because it was devoted
to God. If, however, the son realized the error of his ways and longed to take back
what he declared as Corban to care for their family, the leaders would refuse because
it belonged to them.” In doing so, the teachers of the law and Pharisees weren’t
allowing people to care for their moms and dads. Honoring your parents is one of
the ten commandments in the Old Testament law. Jesus is trying to explain that an
oral tradition can’t undo the commands of God. Jesus drives home his point when
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he tells the people that nothing they put into their body can make them unclean, but
only what is inside of them.

Scope It Out

We know this, right? It isn’t the clothes you wear that make you special, but who you
are. It isn’t the color of your skin, your hair, or your eyes that determine who you are,
it is your character, your heart, and your mind. This is why Jesus longs for the
people, and for us, to be concerned about our thoughts and actions. We shouldn’t
talk about how much we love Jesus and then refuse follow his commands like loving
our neighbors or honoring our parents. Our actions should line up with what we say
and believe about Jesus, all because of his great love for us and our desire to be like
him. How can you match your actions to your belief in Jesus this week?

Jesus Honors a Syrophoenician Woman’s Faith (7:24-30)

Jesus leaves the area after his bold statements
and travels to Tyre. Here, he plans to rest with

> Say his disciples, but even in Tyre, people find him.
W%:at'.? He is met by a Greek woman born in Syrian
n Gentile Phoenicia. This shows the woman was a

Gentile, and she comes to beg Jesus to heal her
daughter who is possessed by a demon. At first
when reading this, it sounds a bit like Jesus
insults her doesn’t it? He tells her that the
children get bread first, then the dogs. There
are a few different ways this has been
interpreted.

s any person

ntile i
L Jewish.

that is not o
Gentiles were typically
disliked by Jews and

geen as unclean.

Some believe that this interaction with Jesus and the woman shows that

the salvation of Jesus will go first to the Jew and then to the Gentile. This

does agree with other parts of the Bible. God’s chosen people are the Jews, but
eventually, the restoring, saving work that Jesus does on the cross is made known to
be for both Jews and Gentiles. This could be what Jesus was referring to here.’

Others believe that Jesus was giving the woman a chance to press him, in that way
showing her faith. In Tyre there were many “miracle workers.” Some believe Jesus
was challenging the woman as to where her faith really was. Did she only come to
him for a miracle, or did she believe that he was something more?’

Finally, some students of Mark believe that this woman was interrupting a time of
rest that Jesus was taking with his disciples. During times of rest, Jesus would often
teach his disciples. She, with a heart for her daughter, interrupts this time of
teaching. Jesus then, when saying that he first needs to feed the children, is referring
to his disciples. It would be as if he was saying, “Hey, wait until I'm done here, then I
will go and heal your daughter.” If this is the case, her response is extremely clever
and shows a great amount of faith. She keeps Jesus’ analogy and says, “Even the
dogs under the table eat the children’s crumbs (verse 28),” meaning that Jesus can
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heal her daughter without even stopping the meeting. He doesn’t need to leave; he
can just say the word and her daughter will be healed.”

Whether it was one of these three options or a combination of
several, by the word of Jesus, even from afar, the demon

’>w%?yt“‘) = leaves the child, and she is healed.
atl:
n

Scope It Out
Faith

Sometimes I read the Bible and am in awe of people’s faith.

‘Now fait - an This woman came to Jesus with the knowledge that he alone
what we hope fo hat we could save her daughter. She had faith, and because she
gsurance ‘tb :):ers stepped out in faith, her daughter was healed. I want faith like

do not see- H that. What builds your faith in Jesus? For me, hearing about

the great things he has done builds my faith. When someone
tells me a story of how they were healed or how God

answered their prayers, I get excited and amazed all over again at how incredible
God is.

So here are a few things you can do. First: share your faith-building stories. Maybe
God helped you with a friend situation you prayed about. Maybe God gave you
wisdom when you didn’t know what to do. Maybe he healed you. Whatever God did,
big or small, tell someone! It may help build their faith. Second, make your own list
of ways God has come through. In Hebrews 11, there is a long list of people that
lived for God. This list shows God coming through again and again for his people. 1
bet they used that to look back on during hard times. If you’re going through a hard
situation, it can be really helpful to think about how God has helped you in the past.
This will build your faith to face whatever you’re going through.

Jesus Heals a Deaf and Mute Man
(7:31-37)

After leaving Tyre, Jesus continues his
travels, and the next story of Mark takes
place in the region of the Decapolis. This
miracle is always one that stood out to me
because it always seemed strange how Jesus
went about this miracle. The reason may be
found in the history and culture of the

region.

During the time of Jesus, healing was often
done with hands. If a person was considered a healer, it was expected that
they would do something to heal the person that was related to their
condition. For example, a person would touch the eyes of a blind person,
or the ears of someone deaf as we see here. It could be because of this that Jesus
stuck his fingers into the man’s ears. Saliva was also considered to have healing
properties during this time period."” Don’t get any ideas and spit on your brother
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when he’s sick, just know that is what the people in that time had determined as
helpful. Jesus, then, was possibly meeting the deaf and mute man at a level of his
understanding and culture. Please note that Jesus didn’t #eed to do those things to
heal the man. Jesus can speak a word over anything and it comes to be. But
sometimes, Jesus meets us where we are. He may meet us through a style of music
we like or a book we read. Jesus has no shortage of ways and ideas to reach people,
he loves us that much to enter our upbringings and worldviews and show himself to
us.

What is significant here, however, is that Jesus is more than just a “healer” of the day
and culture. When Jesus speaks and tells the man’s ears to be opened, he isn’t using
special phrases that healers and magicians were known for. Instead, he was simply
speaking out of a place of authority." The God who made the human body was
showing his power to heal and make things new. Jesus met the man where he was
but healed in such a way to refute false ideas or notions that he was just an ordinary
healer. No, he is #be healer; the great physician.

Confrontation with the teachers of the law, faith of an outsider, and another healing.
This is where chapter seven takes us. The beauty of it all, is that we serve the same
God today. He is still concerned when we claim to love him but refuse to walk
according to his commands. He still longs for us to elevate the commands of God
over our own traditions and thoughts. He still looks for people of faith to come to
him. And he still does miracles. Hebrews 13:8 says that “Jesus Christ is the same
yesterday, today and forever.” Oh, that we would sit and learn from you, Jesus. Help
us to be more like you.
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Blurry Vision

Chapter seven shows even more confrontation with the religious leaders of the day
and ends with another healing. Chapter eight will show more miracles but also
highlight the lack of understanding of the disciples. They have been following him
for a few years now and still don’t quite get it. They still don’t fully understand who
Jesus is and why he came. I’'m so thankful we serve a God who is patient with us. We
are so often slow to understand, but he doesn’t leave us. He gently guides and
teaches us as we seek to know him better. See for yourselves as chapter eight

unfolds.
Jesus Feeds Four Thousand (8:1-13)

Chapter eight begins with another miracle of feeding. Jesus again has compassion on
the people who have come to listen to him, and he again implies to his disciples that
they must feed the people. Because the disciples continue to miss the point of how
mighty and powerful Jesus is, they wonder how they could ever feed so many with
what little they have. Jesus then gives thanks to God, he breaks the bread, and the
food is handed out again, miraculously feeding all the people.

Some have tried to draw similarities and differences between the feeding of the five
thousand in chapter six and the feeding of the four thousand here. The feeding of
the five thousand, if you remember, took place in the wilderness and was similar to
how God cared for his people after their escape from Egypt. Then, the
|

audience was mostly Jewish. The feeding of the four thousand, however, was | Where ijn
in a mostly Gentile region, though it is assumed that both Jews and Gentiles \—1 the World? J
|

were in attendance. If you remember, Gentiles are any people who aren’t ‘ Dalmanutha ‘
. . . \ \

Jews. Because of the Gentiles present, some have argued this feeding | ‘\
represents how the Kingdom of God will also be given to the Gentiles, like ' This place is not listed in any |
we learned in the story of the woman from Syrian Phoenicia in the last ‘\‘ other ancient texts. Most “
chapter. Therefore, Jesus first fed the Jews and then the Gentiles, but all were | students of Mark assume it |
allowed to take the food he provided.' | e the city of Magdala 2 Tf “‘
\ correct, Mary Magdalene \

After feeding four thousand, Jesus and his disciples go to Dalmanutha. Here |  would have come from this |
they are met by the Pharisees who ask Jesus for a sign. You have to | area. “

remember that these people asking for a sign aren’t asking for one because of

their great faith in Jesus. These are the men who regulatly call Jesus “demon
possessed.” They have already seen many signs, but they are never satisfied because
their hearts are hardened against Jesus. Knowing this, Jesus strongly informs them
that they will not receive any sign from him.’

The Yeast of the Pharisees and Herod (8:14-21)

Once again Jesus gets into a boat with the disciples. I wonder if Jesus does this for
them to have time to think about and process everything they are seeing. Many of
them were fishers by trade and it probably gave them a chance to pause and think
about all that was going on, hopefully leading them to recognition of who Jesus truly
is. Unfortunately, they haven’t figured it out at this point in Mark.
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In the boat, Jesus tells the men to watch out for the yeast of the Pharisees and Herod
(verse 15). They immediately assume it is because they forgot to bring the bread.
These are the same disciples that have now watched Jesus feed groups of five
thousand and four thousand people, the four thousand very recently. Yet, they’re
worried they didn’t bring enough food. Absurd, right? Jesus is pretty disappointed in
their response as well and reminds them of all he has done.

Rather than bread, Jesus is trying to make a point about the Pharisees and Herod.
During Jesus’ time, yeast was not seen as a bubbly, mouth-watering, fresh-bread-
from-the-oven kind of thing. The yeast, also called leaven, was taken from the bread
of the batch made before. It was kept until it was needed to make more bread.
However, if this yeasted bread wasn’t kept well, it had the potential to ruin the entire
next batch.* Often, Jesus uses yeast as an analogy to sin. He is trying to warn the
disciples to watch out for the sinfulness of Herod and the Pharisees, so that it does
not spread and spoil them.

Scope It Out

Jesus makes it very clear that even a little sin can ruin us. He warns his disciples to
watch out because he knows how easily we can be swayed by “important” people.
Sometimes we don’t even realize when we’re being led astray, and it is rarely
intentional. Often, we follow along because we trust somebody or think they have
everything figured out. This can be a dangerous path to walk. Don’t get me wrong,
it’s great to have role models in your life and it’s great to get advice from Godly
people. It’s also great to have friends. Our standard of living, however, should always
be the Word of God. We should always look first to the truth of Scripture to set the
course for our lives. If the person we admire gives advice in line with Scripture,
follow it. But Scripture should always be the bottom line for how we base our
actions and our lives. If our friends or role models are going against the Bible, we
need to take Jesus’ warning and be on our guard, so their sin doesn’t infect our lives
as well.

Jesus Heals a Blind Man at Bethsaida (8:22-26)

After reaching shore, Jesus and the disciples come to Bethsaida again. There, a blind
man meets them, and Jesus leads the man by the hand outside of the city. I want you
to note that Jesus takes the time to lead this man by the hand. The idea that Jesus is
willing to take any of us by the hand is an incredible thing. He is so good, strong, and
mighty, yet he is willing to lead the weak by the hand and bring them to a place of
healing.

Once Jesus has taken the man out of the city this story becomes a bit unusual. Jesus
again uses his spit and places his hands on the man, and then he asks if the man can
see. The man answers that he can see men walking around like trees. This tells us
two things. First, the man was likely not born blind since he knew what trees looked
like. Second, that he was not completely healed by Jesus’ first touch.
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We know by now that Jesus can calm storms, feed thousands with a snack, and drive
out demons by a few words. People can touch his cloak and be healed, and he can
even raise the dead. So, what’s with this blindness? Is it stronger than Jesus? Not at
all.

When we read the Bible, we have to take in what is happening in surrounding stories.
This is called reading within context. Say your friend was telling another person
about a dream they had. The dream involved her eating a pizza filled with pickles.
You, however, start listening in the middle of the conversation. You don’t hear that
it was a dream, so you’re sitting there and thinking your friend has some weird eating
habits. It is because you missed the context of the story. You didn’t hear all of it. The
same can happen when we read the Bible. If we only read a verse here and there, we
can never understand what it’s truly saying. That is why it is so important to read the
Bible in large chunks. Otherwise, we miss out on a lot of important details.

Looking at this story, let’s remember what happened before. Jesus was disappointed
because the disciples just weren’t understanding. He had fed thousands, and they still
couldn’t see who he was. They were blind. In this miracle, then, it stands to reason
that this blind man took two attempts at healing because sometimes, our blindness in
the sense of understanding can be stubborn.” Sometimes we can see Jesus move in
lots of ways and still not recognize him for who he is. This man’s physical blindness
shows that same stubbornness. Thankfully, Jesus touches the man again even in the
face of stubbornness. We'll soon see that the stubbornness of the spiritually blinded
disciples can be healed by Jesus as well.

Peter Declares That Jesus is the Messiah (8:27-30)

If the man healed from blindness in the previous section truly

represents the spiritual blindness of the disciples, we have hope that

they’ll eventually see who Jesus is, right? Thankfully and finally, we see

this play out in these verses when Jesus takes his disciples to a place in
Caesarea Philippi.

J or'df:m River, this city was know,

for its beauty. Tt yqg hamed fon
honor Caesar (the ruler of Rome)

Inferesﬁngly, here Jesys is fir-sf‘
recognized as the Messiah in q

place that typically considered
Caesar q god 8

There he asks them a question.
This question seems simple in
nature, but the answer proclaimed
has resounded around the world
ever since. “Who do people say
that I am?” The disciples answer
that some say Elijah, and some say
John the Baptist, while others say
the prophets. People are recognizing Jesus as a
prophet. This is no small step because prophets
in this time were near-extinct.” The last time
anyone had heard from God, other than John the
Baptist, was over 400 years ago. As much as they
are crediting Jesus, the people have still missed
the point.
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Jesus, taking the conversation deeper, makes it personal. He asks,
“Who do you say that I am?” Peter takes the lead in answering:
“You are the Messiah.” Messiah may be a difficult word to
understand. Maybe you’ve heard it before, but never understood
what it meant. Don’t worry, the disciples didn’t fully understand
cither. Messiah in and of itself stated simply means “the one
anointed by God.”"” Over time, the Jewish people came to
believe that the Messiah would look similar to King David in
that he would rescue Israel from its
enemies.'' They were right—sort
of—but the enemy Jesus would
rescue them from was sin and death, not the Romans.
The Messiah wouldn’t look like a King at this moment,
but a suffering servant and Jesus, the master teacher,
begins to set the record straight for his disciples about
what the true Messiah would do. Jesus, however,
probably warned the disciples not to tell anyone
because of the nature of the Jewish belief of the
Messiah." Jesus did not come to be a King (yet) and if
it was proclaimed he was the Messiah, the people may
have tried to force him into the role of a King, rather
than allow him to complete his work on the cross.

Jesus Predicts His Death (8:31-33)

From this point on, the story of Mark changes. In the first eight chapters, Mark
placed a heavy emphasis on the miracles and power of Jesus. Now, Mark will make
clear that the purpose of Jesus’ ministry on earth is the cross and resurrection. What
Jesus spoke about before in parables, he will now speak plainly to his disciples and
crowds alike."

The first lesson Jesus gives to his disciples is that he must suffer. Because this is so
foreign to Peter’s understanding of what the Messiah should do, he takes Jesus aside
and rebukes him. Jesus, however, responds with a stronger rebuke and says, “Get
behind me, Satan!” Jesus refuses to be tempted and derailed by the plans of man. He
refuses to take the route the people expect when it conflicts with the plan of the
Father.

The Way of the Cross (8:34-38)

After his teaching to the disciples and his rebuke of Peter, Jesus takes his bold
message to the crowds. He calls them to take up their cross. This would have been
radical in the time of Jesus. Crosses were used as the cruelest form of Roman torture.
The worst criminals were killed on crosses, and it was not something that anyone
would willingly take upon themselves.'* Not only this, but Jews were especially
disgusted by crosses because in Deuteronomy 21:23 it says, “anyone who is hung on
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a pole is under God’s curse.” What Jesus is saying here is radical and difficult, it will
make some turn away.

Then Jesus says some phrases that may be confusing. “Whoever wants to save their
life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and the gospel will save it” (verse
35). This sounds confusing, but Jesus is making a point of what it will be like to
follow him. Following him will be hard. There will be a difference between the
people who follow him and those who do not. Those that follow Jesus will give up
their lives, their hopes, their dreams, for the sake of Jesus. In doing so, however, they
will find true life.

Scope It Out

You see, often, we become selfish and distracted. We want to live our lives for
ourselves and not consider anyone or anything else. But Jesus calls us to be different.
Jesus calls us to surrender everything. That may sound scary, like it would have to
the disciples when they left their boats and followed Jesus. How would they eat?
How would they live? But Jesus took such good care of them. And that is the beauty
of Jesus. He may call us to give up some things we like, but he gives us so much
more when we do. And what Jesus gives is better than we can ever imagine. His
plans are so much better for us than our own. It may not always feel like it, and the
easy road will always tempt us, but God longs for us to stand firm in our faith in
him, trusting that his plans for us are far better than our own.

If it feels scary to follow Jesus, remember that this is the same Jesus that took the
blind man by the hand to guide him. He freed people from demons and healed so
many. He took simple fishermen and taught them closely. And, as we’ll see, he gave
his life up so that we might truly find ours in him. He is good, friends. And his plans
for your life are better than you can imagine if you seek him, follow him, obey him,
and give up your life’s dreams and goals. It’s only then that you’ll truly find life.

Can you think of anything that is getting in the way of you following Jesus? Maybe
you’re afraid people will make fun of you. Maybe you don’t feel like you understand
enough. Bring these thoughts to Jesus. Write about them or talk about them with a
parent. Just know that nothing on this earth is better than what Jesus has for us.
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Transfiguration of the Teacher

Last chapter, Jesus proclaimed that he is, in fact, the Messiah. The disciples know it
and the crowds have heard the cost required to follow him. Chapter nine will pick up
six days after Peter declates Jesus as the Messiah,' and we’ll get a small glimpse of the
glory of God.

The Transfiguration (9:1-13)

I Where in

After Peter’s bold proclamation, Jesus takes three disciples (Peter, )‘ the World?
James, and John) with him up a mountain. The location being a
mountain may be significant because, just as Moses went up Mount

.. . ; . . Mount Hermon
Sinai to see God and receive instructions concerning the Israelites, so

here the three disciples are about to see Jesus in his splendor and Most students of Mark belie
hear from God.” Once they have artived, the disciples see Jesus that the transfiguration ve
transfigured before them. If you’ve never heard of the word occurred on Mount Hermon i
transfigured before, don’t worty, I've only ever heard of it in the Caesar?q Philippi. This mountain
Bible. It means “to change as to glorify or exalt.”* Even that feels 1$ 9,166 feet tqj) 2

hard to understand, but it means that Jesus showed off his “God -

glory.” When Jesus is transfigured, he is showing his disciples just a
piece of how beautiful and majestic he is.

In the Old Testament, when people heard the voice of God, they were amazed and
even a bit afraid, because they recognized his power. Jesus is both fully God and fully
man. In this moment, however, his holiness and splendor are made visible, and the
disciples are astounded. They are seeing almost a veil lifted so that they may see Jesus
in total beauty, majesty, and light.” His clothes ate the brightest white they’ve ever
seen. He probably made them want to put on sunglasses if those had been invented!

Then it gets even more exciting for the disciples because Elijah and Moses appear.
Do you remember those guys from our sticky notes in chapter six and chapter eight?
Moses was the leader God used to deliver the Israelites out of slavery. Elijah was the
first of the major prophets and he came wielding the power of God. Both men were
faithful in their service to God, and both were rejected regulatly by the people. Jesus,
ever faithful, would also soon to be rejected by the people.® These are two of the
most famous men in Israel and they’ve come to chat with Jesus.

Peter then opens his mouth (as you read the Bible, you’ll find this is something Peter
does a lot). He requests that they create shelters. Your translation may say booths or
tents. He may have requested this for a few reasons. First, Peter could have been
afraid because of the glory of Jesus. Jesus was so powerful and radiant, and Peter did
not feel like he could be in the presence of God, so he wanted to hide.” Another
reason for Peter wanting to build tents could be that he thought Jesus was about to
come into his glory for the whole world. Perhaps still not understanding that Jesus
needed to suffer and die for the sins of the world, Peter may have thought that Jesus
was coming to teign on earth as the Jews expected the Messiah to do.® Finally, Peter
could have just thought it was really cool to see Jesus like that with Elijah and Moses
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and he wanted to set up camp and stay a while.” What do you think Peter
wanted the shelters for? What would you have done?

The climax of the Transfiguration comes when we once again hear the
voice of the Father. He echoes similar words to those spoken when Jesus
was baptized by John. In chapter one, the Father’s words were: “You are
my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased,” and here, upon the
mountain the Father says, “This is my Son, whom I love. Listen to him!”
Do you see the subtle difference? Before, God the Father was affirming
Jesus, now he is proclaiming the truth of Jesus to his closest disciples and
commanding them to listen to him. Jesus is the Son of God, and he has the approval
of the Father.

Jesus Heals a Boy Possessed by an Impure Spirit (9:14-29)

Coming down the mountain, Jesus again meets a large crowd. This time, however,
there is a big argument occurring. When they see Jesus they run to him, and a man
shares that his son is possessed by an evil spirit that the disciples can’t drive out. The
boy has been dealing with this since childhood and the father is distraught. He longs
for his boy to be well (verses 16-22). Can you imagine the fear he must have felt?
Then, when the disciples fail to save his son, he must have wondered if all is lost.
Making it to Jesus he says, “If you can do anything, take pity on us and help us”
(verse 22).

Jesus responds with a groundbreaking statement: “’If you can?’ Everything is
possible for one who believes™ (verse, 23). Whoa. Jesus is showing once again his
power and authority. Everything is possible. Now, please don’t take this to mean that
Jesus is just some granter of wishes and if you ask him for a pony it will appear in
your room. Could Jesus make a pony appear in your room? Absolutely, but that
doesn’t mean he will. Jesus is talking about things that are in line with the will of the
Father. When we come to Jesus, he has the power to answer our biggest prayers, but
he also has the power to say no if it doesn’t line up with his will. Our belief shouldn’t
change, and the Bible encourages us to ask for things in prayer (James 4:2), but our
willingness to accept his divine plan should always be present. Then, as we pray, we
start to better understand the will of God, and he starts to put his desires on our
heart rather than our own. So ask big prayers and trust him with his answer.

Scope It Out

The boy’s father speaks again, and his response is something we could all pray, “I do
believe; help me in my unbelief!” You see, the father was struggling to find faith. He
did believe, but he also was fighting against unbelief. He went to the best source to
help him with that—]Jesus. When we have doubts or questions, we don’t have to
hide those from Jesus. This man was honest and asked for help. Jesus didn’t turn
him away for having such little faith, he moved on behalf of the little faith he did
have.
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It turns out, the reason the disciples failed is because this evil spirit could only be
driven out by prayer. Prayer is a powerful weapon in the hands of a Jesus follower.
We’ve seen how often Jesus went away to pray, and he longs for us to do the same.
When we pray, we are asking God to move on our behalf. When we pray, we are
reminding ourselves that we can’t do much of anything by our power alone. It is only
by the strength that God pours into us that we are able to live for Jesus and do the
works he has prepared in advance for us to do (check out Ephesians 2:8-10). Prayer
is one way we can learn to align our will with God’s will, learning from him and
asking him to help us, even in our unbelief.

Jesus Predicts His Death a Second Time (9:30-37)

Jesus gets away from the crowds a bit in this section to teach his disciples as he often
does. While teaching them, Jesus again tells them that he is going to die (verse 31).
The disciples still don’t get it. I wonder if they assumed this was a parable. I wonder
if they were afraid to ask Jesus what he meant because they felt like they should
understand him by now.

Scope It Out

The disciples had a lot of growing to do. I find that really encouraging. Sometimes, I
don’t understand the Bible. Sometimes, I leave with questions. Sometimes, I wonder
what things mean. It’s okay if you do too. There are a lot of resources out there, and
I hope, through this, you’re learning a little bit about studying the Bible. I hope
you’re realizing that even grown-ups don’t have all the answers.

Have you ever planted a garden? The first time I did, I was shocked at how long it
took for any food to grow. I certainly learned a lesson in patience. The same is true
for us. It takes us time to learn, grow, understand, and apply God’s Word to our
lives. In the same way gardens require tools and effort, so does our growth in Jesus,
but you’re doing some of that work right now. So, take heart! Thankfully, we serve a
patient, loving God who is the source of all wisdom, and he generously gives wisdom
to those who ask (James 1:5).

(9:33-37)
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Apparently, when Jesus wasn’t explaining that he would soon suffer, the disciples
were arguing. They wanted to know who the best was. Have you ever asked your
teacher who the best student was? Have you ever wondered who the coach thought
the best player on the team was? That’s what the disciples were discussing with one
another. Knowing this, Jesus pulls a little kid to him to teach them a
lesson. Something that you should know is that kids weren’t very valued
during Jesus’ time, they were actually considered unimportant." What
Jesus is doing here is revolutionary and totally against the common
understanding of the day.

Jesus was pointing out that the Kingdom of God works differently than
the world does. In the world, it’s all about who has money or power or
looks or status. If you’re rich or popular or any number of things, you’re
considered great and those are the people you want on your side. God’s
Kingdom doesn’t work that way. In God’s Kingdom, the greatest people
are the ones who recognize how small they are and how much they need
Jesus. Jesus calls us to be humble and eager to learn in the same way
children are. God’s Kingdom doesn’t look like who can be the best, but
people serving one another out of the deep love that the Father has
shown us.

Whoever is Not Against Us Is for Us (9:38-41)

In this section again, the point Jesus made about becoming a servant seems lost on
the disciples. They want a man to stop using the name of Jesus to drive out demons
because he isn’t one of them. Perhaps they were thinking that the man wasn’t called
as an apostle, so he didn’t have the right to do what they were doing. Maybe they
were feeling like they were better than this man because they were a part of Jesus’
inner circle. We don’t know for sure, but we do know Jesus’

response. He tells his disciples not to stop him because whoever

is not against them is for them.

Causing to Stumble (9:42-50) N Wi;?t,m e

As Jesus has been instructing in much of this chapter, he Sinis when we do -:m
. . . . o ;
continues here. The things he says might sound a bit scaty and W';e" We miss the mq kmeﬁ,""g Wwrong, op
make you say, “Uh WHAT?” Give me a chance to explain this. an a T‘"‘ 9et and totq) ,(,: h m.k f throwin
In this section, Jesus is speaking of the value of the Kingdom of z:”"g e’re Supposed f':s'ng 1). Sin is
God. When Jesus says that if your hand, foot, or eye causes you e do someth;, 0 one thing
) : Separates |, 9 d'fferenf 5 o,
to sin, cut them off because it would be better to S from 6o <7 Si
0 rom him £, and woyld k
Pid you enter heaven missing a hand or foot or eye than to - orever, p €ep

be thrown into hell, he’s showing the value of
eternal life. Eternal life is more important than
anything we have here. He’s saying if something in
our life is getting in the way of following God’s
commands, we should cut it off. Please know that
Jesus was using a special technique called
hyperbole."” Hyperbole means to exaggerate, like when you say, “I'm so
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hungty, I could eat a bear.” You couldn’t actually eat a bear, but you’re making a
point. Jesus isn’t expecting you to cut off your hand or foot. He isn’t expecting you
to physically pluck out your eye. To hurt your own body was, in fact, against Jewish
law."” Instead, Jesus is expecting you to do everything you can to flee from sin, so
you may be preserved and pure.

Scope It Out

If the Internet is causing you to sin, don’t go on the Internet. If talking with a certain
friend leads to conversations that involve gossip, stop the conversation or walk away
when you’re tempted. If you’re disobeying your parents and staying up late to play
video games without them knowing, get rid of your video game console. This sounds
hard, right? It is! It is so hard to flee from temptation, and Jesus knows this. He also
knows that your reward is far greater than anything you could have here. He knows
that it is better to enter life (meaning heaven) having missed out on something cool
on earth than being bound by sin. And don’t worry, Jesus still helps us. A letter in
the New Testament says, “No temptation has overtaken you except what is common
to mankind. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you
can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can
endure it” (1 Corinthians, 10:13).
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Up and Up

In the last two chapters of Mark, we saw a shift. No longer was Mark talking so
much about the miracles and power of Jesus, but Jesus' mission, plan, and purpose
for coming to this earth. Now, Mark shows that Jesus is focused completely on what
is to come for him: suffering on the cross. Because the cross is the
entire reason that Jesus came, Mark will spend the second half of his
book sharing Jesus' final teachings and miracles as his time to complete
his mission draws near.

Divorce (10:1-12)

The first teaching in chapter ten is on the subject of divorce. The topic
comes about because the Pharisees are testing Jesus. These tests could
have come for a few possible reasons. First, it is possible the Pharisees
wanted to test Jesus' knowledge of the Law. Second, and more likely is
that they were hoping Jesus would say something that would get him in
trouble. Do you remember John the Baptist? He was killed by King
Herod and perhaps the Pharisees were looking to give King Herod a
reason to capture Jesus and put him in prison.'

Jesus, however, responds with a question. In verse 3, he responds to
the Pharisees, "What did Moses command you?” The Pharisees answer, not with a
law, but with a permission. Moses had allowed people to divorce, but only because
their hearts were hard. God
didn't ever want his people to
divorce, but he allowed Moses
to give them permission as an
attempt to limit the
consequences of sin.” Jesus, in
his answer, shows what God's
original intention with marriage
was and it was found in the
very first book of the Bible. In
Genesis 2:24, after God created
the woman he said, "For this
reason a man will leave his
father and mother and be
united to his wife, and they will
become one flesh." Jesus is
saying that the original design
for marriage was for a man and
a woman to become one
together, therefore, divorce
would be like separating
something that God brought
together, which was not the
way it was meant to be.




Scope It Out

Maybe this is a really hard subject for you. Maybe your parents are divorced, or
maybe your parents fight often, and you fear they will divorce. These are big, hard
things to deal with as a kid. Know that God never intended for divorce to occur
because he knows how hard it can be, both on the parents and the kids.

When we are faced with situations in life that are the result of our broken and sinful
world, know that God is not far off. Psalm 34:18 says he is "close to the broken
hearted and saves those who are crushed in spirit." If you feel brokenhearted over
your family or crushed in spirit, know that he is near. Know that he sees you and
hears your cry. If you feel hopeless, and like your family is beyond saving, remember
that he is able to do amazing things, just as you've seen throughout Mark. No family
or marriage is too far gone for him to save. Nothing is too hard for him. But we can
also trust, no matter the outcome of our family’s brokenness or the consequences of
people’s choices that God is near and can turn broken, ugly things into beautiful
works of art through his grace and mercy.

The Little Children and Jesus (10:13-16)

In the next section, we see a glimpse of a scene that seems to have taken place often.
People are bringing their children to Jesus and the disciples don't like it. Remember
in chapter nine how we learned that children didn't have very much value in the
ancient world? Kids weren't seen as important, and we see that again from the point
of view of the disciples. Maybe they were thinking highly of themselves again and
thought of Jesus as too important to be bothered by little kids. But Jesus didn't agree
with this at all. Jesus makes certain his disciples know the value he places on children
because the Kingdom of God belongs to such as these (verse 14). Children are so
special. You are so special. You see, kids are often so quick to trust and to recognize
that they need help. You know when something is too hard for you to do, so you'll
ask someone for help. You receive the Kingdom of God more easily because you
accept it as a gift.” Adults could learn from you. Sometimes we adults are too proud
and think we need to do everything by ourselves, but Jesus calls us to be like you. He
calls us to be willing to know that we need help. We need Jesus. We can't do
anything on our own apart from him. We can't earn our way into heaven by doing
enough good things, we must have Jesus. As you grow, continue with your childlike
heart. Continue to ask God for help. Continue to realize how much you need

him. When you do this—when we do this—the Kingdom of God belongs to

us.
The Rich and the Kingdom of God (10:17-22)

Jesus is then met by a rich man, who wants to know how he can get to
heaven. After Jesus lists several commandments to him, the man responds
that he has kept these since he was a child, but he must still think he is
missing something (verses 17-21). Then, Jesus tells the man to sell all he has
and give it to the poor and then come and follow him. Sad because he has
great wealth, the man turns to leave (verse 22).
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This is what I would say is one of the hardest parts of the gospel to understand. In
the section before, we learned that we need to accept the free gift of the Kingdom of
God like children, that we are helpless to do anything on our own. That is true. Why,
then, does Jesus ask this man to sell everything and give to the poor and follow him?
It sounds like Jesus is asking him to do things to earn his place in heaven.

The truth is this: nothing you can do will get you into heaven. You can't be a good
kid and enter. You can't make sure you're always honest, always kind, always
obedient. At some point, you will fail. At some point, you will sin. We all have, and
we all do. Romans 3:23 says that “all have sinned and fallen short of the glory of
God.” In this way, the Kingdom of God is a free gift because it involves a price we
cannot pay on our own. Think of buying your own spaceship. That would be really
cool, but you could never afford it! The cost of getting into heaven is perfection,
something we cannot do on our own. We can't afford it. And that is why Jesus came.
He lived a petfect life and, as we'll soon see, paid the price to allow us to enter
heaven. It is free, all paid for by Jesus and we only need recognize our need for him,
then accept his grace and forgiveness.

Scope It Out

Once we accept this gift of God, we begin to realize how much Jesus loves us. We
recognize that he has given us the greatest gift ever. Jesus then asks us to follow him.
We've talked in earlier chapters about how following Jesus can be really hard because
we’re called to live according to his Word. It may mean changing the way we talk or
what we read. It means changing how we treat other people, even the people we
don't like very much. It means giving up time doing something so that we can spend
time with Jesus. We don’t do this to earn God’s saving gift. We do this once we have
asked for his forgiveness and accepted his free gift. Our actions after are our
response that shows our love for God.

For this rich man, it meant giving up his money. Maybe he loved money more than
he loved God and Jesus was asking him to make a choice. Jesus wants to be our first
love. He wants us to be willing to give up anything for him so we can be more like
him. Is there anything God has asked you to give up to follow him? Have you done
it? Share it with your family or ask your parents if that have ever felt the need to give
something up to follow Jesus.

10:23-31

From there, Jesus says that it would be easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for a rich man to enter the Kingdom of God. But that's impossible! And
that's what the disciples say, too. Jesus then reminds us that all things are possible
with God. Know that there are many places in the Bible where we see that riches are
a blessing from God, but these blessings are always meant to be offered generously
to others in need (see 2 Corinthians 9:10-11 and 1 Timothy 6:17-18), not to be used
selfishly. God provides for us so we can help others. Sometimes, however, it is easy
for wealth to cloud our minds and become all we care about. Sometimes wealth can
cause us to rely on money to solve our problems rather than God. Sometimes we can
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be tempted to store up money for ourselves rather than follow Jesus wholeheartedly.
Thankfully, when God becomes the King of our lives and we decide to follow him,
he changes our hearts, turning our desire for riches to desire for him because with
God, all things are possible.

The disciples, thinking of how much they have given up to follow Jesus, ask what
they will receive. Be certain that Jesus says they will be blessed. All who give things
up to follow Jesus will be blessed, and this includes you and me. But, as
Jesus often does, he reminds his disciples that his Kingdom looks different
from the earthly kingdom because many who are last will be first and many
who are first will be last.

Jesus Predicts His Death a Third Time (10:32-34)

Mark shifts away from the lesson of the rich young man to the action of
Jesus Here, he is on his way up to Jerusalem. This is Jesus with laser-focus.
He has set his course for Jerusalem, and no one will turn him from it. He is
beginning the climb to Jerusalem to fulfill his true purpose as the Messiah: to
suffer and die for the sins of the world and rise again on the third day.

The Request of James and John (10:35-45)

On the way to fulfill his mission, Jesus is asked a question by James and John, the
two sons of Zebedee. These two have been his disciples from early on. Remember
how Jesus called them while they were fishing, and they left everything to follow
him? They now want to know if they can be his second- and third-in-command.
They likely still don’t understand the mission of Jesus. It’s even possible that they
think his determination to get to Jerusalem is so that he can begin his reign on the
earth as king. James and John want to know if they

will have a place in ruling that kingdom, but Jesus ‘>
: knows the brothers don’t know what they’re ay
D’id you asking. a W at!s \;

When he asks if the disciples can drink from the Persecution
cup he is going to drink from or be baptized with
the baptism he is going to endure, Jesus is talking harasse o .
about a cup and a baptism of suffering, this case, it is
persecution and, ultimately, death. Jesus knows badly becqys
what he is about to endure, and he knows the
disciples will also be persecuted in the future.
Not all will die, but all will be persecuted and

suffer for the name of Jesus.

T
o face Persecution is to be

eated badly, Ip,
to be treateq

e of belief
Jesys 6 "

At this question, the others become upset. This
shows that each of the disciples’ hearts were in the
wrong place. James and John wanted honor, and the
others were mad that they would ask for it, possibly showing they
were probably hoping for the same honors themselves. Again, Jesus tries to get it
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Some students of Mark believe that Bartimaeus addressing Jesus as the “Son of
David” was a sign of respect. He had heard of Jesus and knew that Jesus had spread
the mercy of God through the healing of many. Here, perhaps Bartimaeus is hoping
he also can receive such mercy.’

Others believe that Bartimaeus was calling Jesus the Messiah. It was well known that

the Messiah would come from the line of David. To come from the line of David
means that David would need to be one of the great-great-
great and so on grandfathers of the Messiah. With this title,

. then, Bartimaeus may have been declaring his faith in Jesus as
? ayﬂ‘,) the Messiah." If this is the case, notice that a blind man has
b What: e the spiritual sight to recognize Jesus as the Messiah, while
Rabb! many who can physically see still do not understand.
- oans eacher O . L o ,,
This Yn When written o4 Though Bartimaeus is basically told, “Quiet down!” by the
master: Cipisan crowds, Jesus wants to talk with him. Once he makes his way
Rabbor quy of sa¥\"9, to Jesus, Jesus asks him what he wants. Bartimaeus responds,

affectiona™®

er. « : b : : :
O eaning “ dear feac Rabbi, I want to see.” What a big request in such simple
\

words. Yet as we’ve seen throughout all of Mark, Jesus, in
compassion, heals him.

Whew! Chapter ten covered a lot. From divorce to kids to riches. From disciples that
don’t quite get see to a blind man that does. He is on his way up to Jerusalem, all the

while elevating the minds of his followers to better understand the true Kingdom of
God.

Be proud of yourself for how far you’ve come in reading all this. I hope you’re
realizing that, even though the Bible can seem big and hard, when we break it down,
we are able to learn and understand. In the same way that school, sports, music, and
other activities take practice and studying, so does reading the Bible. Don’t be
discouraged if something is hard. Keep going. Keep trying. Keep reading. Keep
growing. Someday, you’ll look back and be amazed at how far God has brought you.
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The Passion of the King

In chapter ten, Jesus was leaving Jericho when he healed Bartimaeus. At this point in the
story, Jesus is on his way to Jerusalem in order to fulfill his purpose and mission
here on earth. The disciples now know who Jesus is, but they still don’t fully
understand the true role of the Messiah—to suffer and die and be resurrected for
the sins of the world. In chapter eleven, however, they are going to watch Jesus
fulfill many prophecies that point to him as the Messiah.

Jesus Comes to Jerusalem as King (11:1-11)

Once Jesus is close to Bethany and Bethphage, he asks his disciples to find a colt
that has never been ridden, untie it, and bring it to him. This is very important for
a few reasons. First, these are kingly gestures. Kings often rode horses or animals
that had never before been ridden. The animal would be considered sacred or set
apart.” The disciples removing their cloaks is also a kingly gesture because it is
similar to when a man named Jehu, was anointed to be King of Israel in the Old
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says, “See, your king comes to
you, righteous and victorious,
lowly and riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a
donkey.”
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Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of
our father David! Hosanna in the highest heaven” (verse 9-10).

The song the people were shouting out was from Psalm 118. This psalm is one that
proclaims the coming of the Messiah. It is possible that some were singing the song
simply out of tradition, rather than realizing they were welcoming the actual
Messiah!” But we, the disciples, and many in the crowd recognize that Jesus’ time has
come. He is entering Jerusalem with his purpose in mind. His entrance marks him as
King. Jesus is expected to free Israel from the Romans because the people still don’t
understand the purpose of the Messiah. They see only a coming king, but Jesus first
must suffer and die.

Jesus Curses a Fig Tree and Clears the Temple (11:12-26)

The next section starts off with what may seem like a strange story. Jesus is hungry
and sees a fig tree with leaves, but when he reaches the fig tree it hasn’t got any fruit.
It isn’t the season for figs, but Jesus curses the tree and says that it shall never bear
fruit again. This story always had me scratching my head as a kid. I thought
something along the lines of, “Why didn’t he just tell it to grow a fig?” If you’re
thinking things like that and asking those questions, great!l Remember that it’s good
to ask questions!

As for the answers, let’s take a look at the surrounding passages. Remember how it is
important to read the Bible in context? This is one of those times where we see just
how important it is. In this chapter, Jesus curses the fig tree, clears out the temple,
and then we see the fig tree withered. Because the clearing of the temple happens in
the middle of the fig tree story, we know that the stories are
connected. The connection is the fruit, because fruit is often used
in the Bible as a symbol of the changing work of God within us.*

When Jesus curses the fig tree, he is making a point that, in the
same way the fig tree has no fruit, the temple has no fruit. During
this time, people were bringing their money to the temple to buy an
animal to sacrifice on behalf of their sins. The fees, however, were
unfair. The doves were meant to be for the poor people, but the
prices were unaffordable. With people unable to afford sacrifices,
they were unable to atone for their sins at the time. Jesus enacts
judgment on behalf of the temple because it has failed to live up to
its purpose.” His judgment comes in the form of driving out the
people and flipping the tables of the money changers (verse 15).
The temple has failed to bear fruit. This is why Jesus curses the fig
tree, and this is why he shows such passion and zeal at the temple.
It has stopped being a place of worship and prayer but has instead
become a den of robbers.

Once the disciples return and see the fig tree withered, they are amazed again at the
power of Jesus. Jesus takes this time to remind his disciples that they can do amazing
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things like throw mountains into the sea when they come to God in prayer. I want
you to notice, though, that some things go hand in hand with prayer.

Scope It Out

In verses 22-20, Jesus talks about the importance of belief. Do you remember all of
those miracles Jesus did? Many were done on the basis of faith. When we come to
Jesus, we need to recognize and believe he is able to do so much more than we can
ever imagine. Jesus also talks about forgiveness in these verses. As followers of Jesus,
we are called to forgive people as Jesus forgave us, even when people hurt us. Prayer,
faith, and forgiveness go hand in hand in these verses. Which of those come easiest
to you? Which are really hard? Lord, teach us and help us to practice all three.

The Authority of Jesus Questioned (11:27-33)

Each day on the week after Jesus entered the city on the donkey, he returns to
Bethany for the evenings.'' Now, he is back in the temple in Jerusalem and the chief
priests and other teachers of the law have a question for him. In verse 28 they ask,
“By what authority are you doing these things?” Remember that the day before this,
Jesus entered the temple and threw out the money changers. He flipped
tables and set loose doves. This was no Sunday stroll in the park. Jesus was
on his mission from the Father, and he had proclaimed judgment on the
temple. Needless to say, the leaders of the temple aren’t very happy with
him and are looking for a way to kill him and trap him.

Jesus answers their question with one of his own. He wants to know who
gave John the Baptist authority. Jesus knows the answer to this question.
He has already made it known that John the Baptist was the one prophesied
to pave the way for the coming Messiah. By asking the teachers of the law
this, he is putting them in a hard place, and they know it. They know that
John’s baptism came from God, and the people know it as well. But the
teachers also realize that if they claim John’s authority came from God, they
will also have to claim Jesus’ authority comes from God—something they
refuse to do. If they claim John’s authority didn’t come from God, they
know they will have a mob on their hands, angry with them because the people know
John was a prophet.”’

Without being willing to acknowledge that Jesus’ authority comes from God alone,
the teachers know they are trapped between a rock and a hard place. Either answer
will ruin their hopes to trap Jesus. Because of this, they take a coward’s way out and
answer that they don’t know (Verse 33). Since they refuse to answer, Jesus also
refuses, creating even greater tension between the groups.

What a chapter. Take a moment to reflect on how much you’ve read. You’re through
eleven chapters! That is no small feat. It is worth noting that the first ten chapters of
Mark cover about three years, where these last six chapters, starting with chapter
eleven, cover only one week (see the following page for the sticky note).
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But what a week it is. The week
begins with Jesus entering Jerusalem
fulfilling many prophecies that show
to him be the long-awaited Messiah.
Everything points to Jesus as King,
but he first must fulfill the role of the
suffering servant. He has shown
God’s judgment on the temple with
his passion for the Lord’s house. His
passion only further angers the
religious leaders of the time, and they
begin to plot to kill and trap him.
Keep reading and see the tension
build over this last week of Jesus’ life.
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Questions and Answers

In chapter eleven, Jesus came triumphantly into Jerusalem and then cleared
the temple. His opponents weren't too happy with this, and they began to
question him. Chapter twelve begins where eleven left off, in the same
conversation. The teachers of the law interrogated Jesus as to who gave him
authority, and Jesus posed his own question that they refused to answer.
Jesus, in turn, refuses to answer their question and then tells them a story.

Parable of the Tenants (12:1-12)

This story Jesus tells is in the form of a
parable. Remember that a parable is a story

> ay told to point out a moral truth. In the parable,
~ W at‘.“.) a man had planted a vineyard and built all the

necessary things it needed to thrive. He then

Tenarts rented it to farmers and moved to another
s someone Who rents place. When the harvest came, the owner sent his
G s land.! If you rent servant to retrieve what his land had grown, but the
e ocCUP‘:r apar'rmef\'f: you are tenants took him and beat him. He sent servant after
your ho:\ e_,‘_he people in his 's'ror'y servant, but they beat some and killed others. Finally,
‘ mnm(/};‘r.e renting the owner > he decided to send his son, thinking they would at least

vineyard. treat his son well. Instead, they killed the son, hoping
to take his inheritance for themselves. Yikes, what a
story! Let's explore what each of these parts mean.

First, know that the landowner is God. God planted a vineyard and left it to some
tenants. The tenants, who are given charge of the vineyard in the man's absence, are
the teachers of the law and religious leaders. The servants in the story are the
prophets. Just as the landowner sent servants to the tenants, God sent prophet after
prophet to the people of the Old Testament. Unfortunately, in the same way the
tenants killed the servants in the story, the prophets of God were beaten or killed. As
a final attempt to get the tenants to give him the fruit of the vineyard, the landowner
decides to send his son. The son in the story is Jesus. God has sent his Son as his
final attempt to turn the people to repentance.’

Knowing who each person in the story represents, do you see what \:

Jesus is saying to the group of Pharisees, scribes, and teachers of the ay —
law? In very strong language, Jesus is telling these leaders that they are [ . W at!?

the wicked tenants. They have beaten and killed his prophets and are Cornerstone

now plotting to kill his only Son. With the story finished, Jesus asks the

crowd what they think the owner will do. He doesn't wait for an ‘J corne Y capstone iy, ver
answer. Jesus tells the crowd listening exactly what the owner will do. | tolayq fOundr:.’-] wa typically US;
The owner will destroy the tenants and give the vineyard to someone | Meaning pe,, ‘; 10N, but the Specific
clse. Then Jesus quotes from Psalm 118. If you remember from chapter | head stop, i Cornerstone was th
cleven, this is the same psalm that was shouted as Jesus entered the city | Stone gt 4, ral, edge-shape
on a donkey. He quotes another part of it in verse 10 saying that "the - Stone Jockeq al/ifhf anarch, Thjg
stone the builders rejected has become the cornerstone." What Jesus is b Iace_3er Stones int,
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saying is that, even though the leaders have rejected him, he will be lifted up like a
cornerstone to the glory of God the Father.

Maybe if you're first reading this, it sounds a bit harsh for the tenants. I suppose it is.
However, you need to remember that Jesus is offering these leaders a chance to
repent, even with this story. He is pointing out their wickedness, allowing
them to see their mistakes and turn. Sadly, the men only harden their
hearts and further plot to arrest and kill Jesus.

Paying the Imperial Tax to Caesar (12:13-

Dawe
- Wﬁlaﬂ“, After the Pharisees and teachers of the law have

Imperial fox regroupedf they send apother to ask a question' of
- Jesus, hoping to trap him. The question .asked is
As a province of Rome, e whether they should pay their taxes. Major groups
was required To POY 0: serson fought over the answer to this no-win question: the
From the census, 6“\‘3\,6 - Zealots refused to pay their taxes to Rome, the
had to pay a ToX Yo lt d Pharisees disliked the tax but conceded to pay it,

along with 1@ ~ while the Herodians accepted the tax. Meanwhile, almost a//
the common people were against the tax. Had Jesus said yes,
the people would have likely turned against
him. If he said no, however, he would be in trouble with the Roman
authorities.®

Jesus knows a trap is being laid for him, but he still chooses to enter
in and answer. He asks for a denarius. A denarius was a day’s wage in
that time and contained the picture of the Roman Emperor. Romans
often held that their rulers were gods, and the people worshiped them
and gave them full authority. When Jesus answers, he gives a limit to
the authority of Caesar. He shows that Caesar does not deserve the
wortship of the people, but the coins can belong to him because they
are stamped with his image.
People, however, are stamped
with the image of God (Genesis
1:27). We, therefore, belong to
God. Because of this, we should give our lives

— |
ay |
W at‘.? to him and his service.?
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married to the woman if there is a resurrection (verses 19-23). Here the Sadducees
were assuming that, if there was a resurrection (which they doubted), it would look
like earth does today. Jesus corrects them in two ways. First, he tells them that the
resurrected life will not look like life on earth. The resurrected life will result in
people being like the angels in heaven, worshiping and serving God." Second, Jesus
corrects the Sadducees and explains that there is most certainly a resurrection. His
point about being the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob (Israel) is showing that
God is the God of the living. He did not protect and care for the great leaders of the
Faith for them to die and be no more. He protected them and called them that he
might give them eternal life with him." This same gift is available for us today
through the sacrifice of Jesus, which we are getting closer and closer to seeing in the
book of Mark.

The Greatest Commandment (12:28-34)

Jesus is met with a third and final question in this chapter. A teacher asks Jesus
which commandment is the most important. This was actually a common discussion
at the time. There are 613 laws in the Old Testament, and people regularly talked
about which were the most important and which ones would be less of an issue if
they were broken."

Let's pretend for a second. Pretend that your parents decide to pay you twenty
dollars if you do an entire day full of chores. They give you a list at the beginning of
the day, and each chore has what it is worth once it's completed. If you complete all
the chores, the total will be twenty dollars. This sounds great, until you realize that
the list is too long. You'll never be able to complete all the chores in one day. What
will you do? You'll start looking at which chores are worth the most money and
focus on those. Vacuuming is worth fifty cents, but cleaning the bathroom is worth
two dollars? You're going to clean the bathroom. Watering the garden is only worth
a quarter, but weeding it is worth three dollars? You will weed. This is what the
leaders are attempting to do.

Some commandments of the Old Testament come with promises attached, and
some come with warnings. For example, Exodus 20:4-6 comes with both. God tells
his people not to bow down to idols or they will be punished for four generations,
but if they keep his commandments, they will be rewarded for 1,000 generations.
The scribes would look at this and assume it was very important because it holds
both a promise and a warning. To not clip off the edges

of their beard found in Leviticus 19:27 had no warnings
> Say ot promises so it would be seen as possibly less
What“) important. They looked into each law in this way. Now,
Shema Jesus is being asked to enter the discussion and

determine which commandment is the most important.
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Jesus gives is found in Leviticus 19:18 and is like it, to love his neighbor as he loves
himself. Jesus informs the man that the most important laws are to love God and to
love others, he doesn’t mention sacrifices or cleanliness. The fact that Jesus says
loving God and loving people is more important than burnt offerings or sacrifices
(which are required by the Law of Moses) is revolutionary and shows that God truly
desires mercy not sacrifice (Hosea 6:6). Because of Jesus' incredible answers, people
no longer dare to ask him questions.

Scope It Out

Do you see how Jesus enters these discussions and answers the questions well? Now,
we can’t always have the perfect answer like Jesus did, but the Bible tells us to always
have an answer for the hope we have (1 Peter 3:15). If that feels scary, don’t worry.
It feels scary to adults, too. So often we’re afraid we’ll mess up or not say the right
words. And, honestly, you might mess up. I sure have and your parents probably
have, too. The more I have tried, though, the better I have become at answering
questions about my faith. If you don’t know where to start, tell the person

what Jesus has done for you. Tell them what he has taught you in the
book of Mark. Take some time right now to think about what God has
done for you so you can have an answer ready if you’re ever asked.

Whose Son is the Messiah (12:35-37)

Since the leaders are no longer willing to ask him questions, Jesus
poses his own question. He brings up two ideas that seem to say
opposite things. The teachers of the law call the Messiah the son of
David, but David, speaking by the Holy Spirit, calls the Messiah
Lord. We know that Jesus came from David's line, but Jesus is
making the point that the Messiah is above David. In this culture,
sons were never above their fathers, but Jesus is pointing out that,
though he is from David's line, he is greater than
David."*

| Did you

Warning Against the Teachers of the law (12:38-40)

After his question, Jesus points out another flaw with the teachers
of the law. He talks about how they enjoy the respect and
admiration of the people. They make a show of their importance,
all the while taking from those who don’t have much to offer.”
God, in his great compassion, calls his people to care for the less
fortunate. Here, the teachers of the law are mote concerned about
their own importance. They care about how they're received at
parties and how special their prayers sound. They care more about
the appearance of being good and righteous than actually serving
the very people God is calling them to love. These men, Jesus says, will be punished
severely.

The Widow’s Offering (12:41-44)
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As a way to contrast what Jesus just said about the
teachers of the law, Mark tells us a story where Jesus
sits down in the temple and watches people placing
their offerings in the treasury. Many come and give a
lot, but a poor widow comes and throws in two
small copper coins. Most probably don't notice. Her
gift would seem insignificant when compared with
the other impressive gifts that people are giving. But
Jesus notices. He notices and brings it to the
attention of his disciples. He says that she has put

more into the treasury than any others because she gave out of her
poverty. She gave all she had to live on."”

Scope It Out

Jesus is making a point that we all need to remember. We often think that if we don't
have much to offer, there is no point in offering anything. "God wouldn't ever use
me because I don't have much to give" is a thought I've had more times than I catre
to admit. But it doesn't matter to Jesus what we start with, he cares what we're
willing to offer. Just look at how Jesus fed the 5,000. Someone offered a small lunch,
and he used it to feed 5,000 people. Here, a widow offers two coins, and Jesus says
she gives more than the rich. She offers it all. She easily could have given one and
saved the other, but she gave it all. Do you see? We'te called to offer God

everything, even if it doesn't feel like a lot or very special because, in the hands of

our incredible, miracle-working God, our small offering of ourselves can change
everything.
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The End Times

In chapter twelve, we saw Jesus go toe to toe with a lot of religious leaders. He
answered their questions flawlessly and they were unable to catch him in their traps.
In chapter thirteen, Jesus will be speaking mostly to his disciples.

The Destruction of the Temple and Signs of the End Times (13:1-31)

The chapter starts with Jesus and his disciples leaving the temple. On the way, the
disciples are talking about how amazing of a building it is. Make no mistake, the
temple was a sight to behold. The stones of the
temple were made of white marble and were
massive in size. The marble was decorated with
gold, so it shone like a beautiful beacon on top of
its hill." The temple was an impressive structure.
This is probably why it catches everyone off
guard when Jesus responds that not one stone
will be left on another; every one will be thrown
down (verse 2).

When they have reached their destination of the
Mount of Olives, Peter, James, John, and
Andrew ask when these things will happen and
what will be the sign that they are to be fulfilled
(verse 3). Jesus gives his answer to those two
questions in this chapter.

Allow me to make a disclaimer: this chapter is one of the most disputed chapters in
the book of Mark.” Many people have interpreted it in many different ways. Below,
you will see notes that offer a very basic description of the three main ways people
have understood this.
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Always remember that when people are discussing Scripture, we are still people. The
Word of God alone is true. Anything I or anyone else writes is a human perspective.
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Make the Bible your sole basis for truth. That’s the best advice I can give whenever
you’re confronted with something you don’t understand or don’t agree with. Check
it and see how it measures up to the Word of God. Alright, my disclaimer is done,
let’s dive in!

When Jesus begins to teach, he speaks in warnings. He
informs the disciples that many things will happen, like

ay wars and rumors of wars. He says that many people
W at!? will come in his name claiming that they are him. Jesus
[ ] bor pains is warning the disciples not to be turned astray by these
Labor

false teachers, but to stay steadfast, knowing

is simply means the pain a woman the end has not yet come. It is easy to see
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feé SW + closer and closer when back immediately. Jesus is explaining to his iay
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by warning them ahead of time so the children will not give up when the
road gets hard.” Jesus never tricks people into following him. He never
makes people think it will be an easy road.

Up front, Jesus explains that there will be tough times, but that is no reason to
abandon the mission. When tough times come, Jesus assures his disciples that he will
be with them as they are flogged and hurt and imprisoned. By his Holy Spirit, he will
give them words to speak when they are brought to trial. The road of the disciples
will be marked by persecution. In the midst, however, Jesus does not leave his
people. He is with them, helping and encouraging them. As true as this was for the
disciples, it is true for us today. When we are faced with troubles, we do not need to
fear. In John 16:33, Jesus says, “In this world you will have trouble but take heart! I
have overcome the world.”

Though this section can be interpreted in the three ways mentioned previously, all
agree that the destruction of the temple was a part of the fulfillment of this
prophecy. Concerning the destruction of the temple there is quite a bit of history.
We can’t go into all of it here, but the main gist is that in AD 70 the Roman army
burned the temple to the ground. The destruction of Jerusalem was extreme. Flames
engulfed the city, and the Romans plundered it.”

Before the temple burned, however, there was the “abomination that causes
desolation” (verse 14). An abomination is something rejected by God." Concerning
the destruction of the temple, this likely meant one of a few different possibilities. At
one point, a Roman emperor tried to set up his own statue in the temple, but his
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plan didn’t succeed. Zealots also controlled the temple before the Romans took over
and broke many of God’s laws. When the Romans did take over, they sacrificed to
their false gods within the temple.!’ Any of these could have been the abomination
that occurred before the destruction of the temple. Those that believe this prophecy
also points to the Second Coming of Christ (View #2), would argue that, in the same
way there was an abomination in the temple before it was burned down, the temple
will be rebuilt, and another abomination will be set up within it before Jesus’ return.

In verse 14, Jesus tells the disciples that there will come a time before this
destruction when his people should flee. Eusebius, and early church historian, tells us
this did indeed occur before the destruction of the temple, and many Christians fled
to a nearby mountain based on this prophecy.'> Again, all three viewpoints agree that
this did occur, but some argue it also foreshadows the time immediately

before Jesus returns.

In verse 24, for those who do #o# interpret this passage to be only
about the destruction of the temple (views #2 and #3), Jesus moves to
prophesying about the end of the world. All of heaven and earth will be
shaken at the coming of Jesus in his glory. When he entered Jerusalem
on a donkey he was hailed as king, but he did not live up to the
expectations of the people because he had to suffer first. When he
comes again, his power and glory will shake the earth, and all will
recognize that he is King of kings and Lord of lords. At this time, he
will gather his elect—those that follow him. What a glorious day that
will bel

Finally, Jesus moves into two stories related to the prophecies he just
told. The first is the story of the fig tree. Jesus says that in the same way
we can recognize the seasons based on the leaves of trees, so we can
recognize when these things are about to happen. The whole purpose of this talk is
to warn his disciples so that they can keep watch and not be caught off guard or
afraid when they see natural disasters, wars, and the destruction of the temple take
place.” Today we can keep watch for Jesus’ return by obeying his will and reading
and studying God’s Word. His Word should always be our source of truth and
comfort, even when times are hard.

The Day and the Hour Unknown (13:32-37)

The second story is related to when Jesus comes back in people who agree with view
#2 and view #3. He says that no one knows the exact time he will return other than
the Father. Our job is not to try to figure it all out and try to place a date and a time,
our job is to keep watch. Our job is to continue doing the work God has for us:
telling others about the saving work Jesus did on the cross and making disciples.

That saving work is getting closer in our story in Mark. If you aren’t quite sure what

that saving work is yet, stay tuned. In chapter thirteen, Jesus gives comfort and
teaching to his disciples so that they will be prepared for what is to come. In the next
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chapter, however, Jesus will finish his final teachings and be arrested by the religious
leaders he has so boldly spoken against during his ministry.
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Boiling Point

Chapter thirteen of Mark showed Jesus comforting his disciples about

the trials they would face in his name. In chapter fourteen, we see the .
beginning of the trials that Jesus will face on our behalf.

Jesus Anointed at Bethany (14:1-11)

P assovep
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done for him (verse 6). Knowing that he is going to die the death
of a criminal, Jesus also knows that he will not be given a typical burial. This, he says,
is preparing his body, and he is thankful to the woman.

Jesus’ reference that the poor will always be among them in verse 7 isn’t to
mean that we shouldn’t take care of the poor. In fact, Deuteronomy 15:11 uses
similar wording and says that people should be openbanded because the poor will
always be around. Jesus always shows concern for the poor and destitute.

Here, he is simply saying that she is generously showing her love to him and
caring for him before he fulfills his mission on earth.’

After this beautiful moment, we see one that is most ugly. Whether it is

because of the expensive perfume or something that Jesus said, we do not

really know. We only know that here is when Judas decides to speak to the
chief priests in order to betray Jesus.

The Last Supper (14:12-26)

When the time of the Passover comes, Jesus’ disciples
wonder where to prepare the meal for him. In ways
similar to what we saw in chapter eleven, Jesus tells the
disciples exactly what will take place for them to know
where to go. Everything goes just as Jesus explained
beforehand and the disciples prepare the Passover meal.
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During this meal, which is often called the Last Supper because it is the last
time Jesus will eat with his disciples before his crucifixion, two very
important things occur. First, Jesus tells his disciples that one of them will
betray him. This is heartbreaking. It will not be an outsider or even an
enemy of Jesus, but one of the Twelve. One of those closest to him that
will betray him to his death. Second, Jesus ushers in a new tradition that
believers in Jesus still take part in today: the Lord’s Supper.

The Lord’s Supper (also called Communion or the Eucharist) takes place
during the Last Supper. When Jesus takes the bread, he gives thanks and breaks it.
He then deviates from the tradition of the Passover and speaks as he hands it out
saying, “Take it. This is my body” (verse, 22). He does the same with the cup of
wine and says, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many”
(verse 24).

With the bread, Jesus spoke of his presence which was with the disciples and
would remain with them in the time to come. With the wine, Jesus was speaking of
the covenant of God being fulfilled. God promised to send a Messiah from the line
of David and salvation through a King. Jesus knows this salvation comes from his
blood alone and he willingly pours it out on behalf of the people."

Jesus Predicts Peter’s Denial (14:27-31)

Mark includes here the declaration of Jesus that all will fall away. Jesus quotes from
the prophet Zechariah again saying, “I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be
scattered” (Zechariah 13:7). Peter replies, “Never!” He thinks he could never
possibly turn away from Jesus, but Jesus tells him that he will. In fact, Peter will
disown him three times that very night.

Gethsemane (14:32-42)

Before Jesus is arrested, we see him pray once more. He and
all his disciples but Judas go to Gethsemane. Once there, he
takes his three closest disciples with him a bit further, but
distances himself even from
them to go and pray alone.
There, Jesus prays a beautiful
prayer. He prays, “Abba
Father, everything is possible
for you. Take this cup from
me. Yet not what I will, but
what you will” (verse 30).
Jesus longs for this cup of
suffering to pass. He longs
for God to take the cup from him
because he knows that with God, everything is
possible. Yez. Yet is the word that holds the beauty of

Did you
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this prayer. Jesus longs for a different road, yez, not his will, but the Father’s will.

Scope It Out

I don’t know what prayers you’ve prayed. I've prayed some big prayers in my life for
God to change situations or save me from circumstances. I've prayed for God to
move in huge ways because something in life just feels too hard. I've prayed because
I know that everything is possible with God. As I've grown though, I've learned how
important the yez part of this prayer is. At the end of the day, God’s will is more
important than mine. God’s will is what I want for my life, not my own will. During
the hardest and scariest times in my life, I want to pray like Jesus and say, “yet not
my will, but what you will.” If you don’t feel like you know how to pray, this is a
wonderful prayer to model.

(14:37-42)

After Jesus pours out his heart to the Father, he returns to find his disciples sleeping.
Notice though, that Jesus doesn’t ask them to pray for him. He asks them to pray
that they might not fall into temptation. Jesus knows that a time of darkness is
coming. He knows that he is about to endure the wrath and judgment of God. He
also knows that the disciples will be tempted to flee in this time of darkness. He has
already warned they will all desert him, and that Peter will disown him three times.
Jesus, even in his time of deep need, is instructing his disciples in how to prepare for
difficult, dark times."” He is teaching them that prayer is their greatest weapon and
their greatest preparation against the darkness. When we are deep in dark times,
Jesus calls us to pray so that we might not give into temptation. He calls us to pray
so that we can be prepared to face whatever forces of evil may come against us. As
Jesus prayed to prepare himself for his coming suffering, trials, and death, so we
should pray to prepare for anything we might face.

Jesus Arrested (14:43-52)

While Jesus is waking his disciples for the third time, he says that his hour has
come. The crowd approaches him, armed with swords and clubs indicating
that they were probably from the temple itself, as servants of the high priest
were often armed with clubs." Then Judas comes forth. He kisses Jesus,
which was a sign of respect and affection for a rabbi, but here it is a sign of
deepest betrayal.” A disciple, unnamed by Mark, but named as Peter in the
Gospel of John, pulls a sword and cuts off the ear of a man.

The other gospels give greater detail of the interactions between Jesus and the
disciples and the mob. Mark, however, remains vague aside from a question of Jesus.
Jesus questions the crowd wondering why they have come in such force to arrest
him. He reminds them that he has taught them each day in the temple courts, and
they have not arrested him but here, in the night, they come with force.'® Jesus then
proclaims the Scriptures must be fulfilled, at this point handing himself over to the
authorities and his disciples flee.
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Mark, though offering few details in much of the story of the arrest, gives surprising
detail of the man who flees naked from the authorities. Some have suggested that
this man was Mark himself who was known to have lived in Jerusalem at this time,
and church tradition suggests that it was at Mark’s house where Jesus ate the
Passover. Others have suggested this was John who fled."” Whoever it was, Mark
does not name the man. What is made clear is that all deserted Jesus, even at the sake
of their dignity, just as Zechariah declared.

Jesus Before the Sanhedrin (14:53-65)

Jesus is brought by the mob that arrested him into
the courtyard of the high priest and the Sanhedrin
is called. We see here that Peter follows at a
distance. The mention of Peter here likely shows
that the next section about Peter is occurring at
the same time as this trial."”

At the trial, the court has come up with many
witnesses to testify against Jesus. The witnesses,
however, can't agree on what they're accusing
Jesus of. In Jewish law, two witnesses needed to
agree for someone to be convicted as guilty.”’ Because they
cannot do this, no guilty verdict can be made.

With the trial at a standstill, the High Priest decides to
question Jesus. Up until this point, Jesus has remained
silent. When the High Priest asks a yes or no question
that demands an answer, by their law, Jesus must
answer the question.”” The moment of truth comes in
verse 61 when the High Priest asks Jesus, "Are you
the Messiah, the Son of the Blessed One?" Here,
Jesus makes his bold proclamation. "I am", says
Jesus. “And you will see the Son of Man sitting at
the right hand of the Mighty One and coming on
the clouds of heaven” (verse 62).' There it is. Jesus has
declared exactly who he is—God—and exactly what will occur
when he comes in glory. Because of his answer, the High Priest tears his
clothes. He states that Jesus is guilty of blasphemy for claiming to be God, and they
condemn him as worthy of death.

At that point, the Sanhedrin blindfolds and strikes Jesus telling him to
prophesy. Jesus refuses to play their game and they take him and beat
him.

Peter Disowns Jesus (14:66-72)

As you read earlier, the trial by the Sanhedrin was occurring at the
same time as this next section. Peter followed Jesus from a distance,
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and now we see what he was doing while Jesus was being tried. A servant girl first
notices Peter and states that he was with Jesus. Peter, however, lies and says he
doesn’t know what she is talking about. Then Peter moves away from there,
probably to get away from the girl who recognizes him. He doesn’t get far before she
sees him again and says that Peter is one of them. Peter denies a second time.

Finally, a third accusation occurs because the people standing with Peter realize he is
Galilean. Galileans were known by their accents. In the same way you can tell
someone is from Boston, Massachusetts or New York or the southern states by their
accents, Galileans were known for the way they spoke.” At this point, Peter denies
Jesus with intensity. He calls down curses and swears that he does not know the man
they are talking about. He denies Jesus so strongly, he doesn’t even use his name but
only calls him “this man.”

The rooster crows. Suddenly, Peter remembers how, just hours before, Jesus said he
would disown him three times. He remembers how he declared he would never leave
Jesus, even if he had to die. He remembers and he breaks down and weeps.

What a heartbreaking betrayal for Jesus, what a gigantic failure for
Peter. Maybe you’re reading this and wondering if any good can come
from all this. It all seems hard and scary and dark. All seems lost. For
Jesus. For Peter. But take heart, young learners, this isn’t the end. It
isn’t the end for Jesus or even for Peter. Maybe you’ve figured out
already that Jesus is going to conquer death. But I want you to know
that he doesn’t disregard Peter for his failings. Mark doesn’t record
the account, but if you want to know what happens with Peter and
Jesus after Jesus comes back to life, read John 21:15-20. Even though
Peter fails, Jesus calls him back. He calls him again. Jesus is not done
with Peter for a mistake. He is just getting started.

The stakes are pretty high at this point in Mark. Jesus has just been
condemned to death in his trial before the Sanhedrin. His disciples
have deserted him and left him alone. He is being beaten and

mocked while he remains silent. He is on his way to the cross to fulfill his
mission as the Messiah. And we’ll see it all play out in the final two chapters of Mark.
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The Death of Jesus

In chapter fourteen, we saw Jesus have his last meal with his disciples. He prayed
while they slept and then they were met by a mob. He was betrayed with a kiss by
Judas, one of his twelve disciples, and handed over to be tried by the Sanhedrin.
During the trial, Jesus was convicted of blasphemy and condemned to die. Chapter
fifteen picks up the story right where chapter fourteen left off.

Jesus Before Pilate (15:1-15)

D‘ld ou After the Sanhedrin pronounces that Jesus is
worthy of death, they quickly bring him to
Pontius Pilate. Though the leaders have
condemned Jesus to death, they are not
allowed to carry out a death penalty, only the
Romans can.’ It is because of this, they lead
him to Pilate, who is the Roman ruler in
Jerusalem. The Jewish leaders, however,
have a problem: Roman officials did not
care if the religious laws of the Jews were
broken. The Romans believed in many
gods, so Jesus being accused of blasphemy
wouldn’t have bothered Pilate. Because of this, the Jewish leaders realize
offer Pilate a different reason for condemning Jesus to death: they tell him that Jesus
claims to be King.*

If Jesus truly had come to be an earthly king at this time, the Romans would certainly
have reason imprison or kill him based on their laws. Rome didn’t want anyone to
challenge their kingdom. This accusation, then, is worthy of Pilate’s attention and so
he asks Jesus if he is, in fact, King of the Jews. Jesus
gives a simple answer. The chief priests continue to
accuse Jesus and Pilate asks him again, amazed at
his silence.

a Wha?

Cr-ucify

Likely realizing that Jesus doesn’t seem like a king
bent on overthrowing the Roman government, he
asks the crowd if they would like to have Jesus
released. Pilate presents the people with two
choices: should he release a murderer or Jesus?
The religious leaders see their chance and stir up
the crowd against Jesus. They call for Barabbas to
be released. Pilate asks the crowd what they would
have him do with Jesus and the crowds shout,
“Crucify!” Again, Pilate wonders what Jesus has
done to deserve death, but the crowds shout all
the more for his demise . Finally, Pilate gives in
and hands Jesus over to be flogged, condemning
him to death by crucifixion.
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The Soldiers Mock Jesus (15:16-20)

Dise
I~ What': ~ After Pilate hands Jesus over to the soldiers to be flogged and

praeforium . crucified, the soldiers mock and insult Jesus. They take him to the
Praetorium and, because he is sentenced to death as the “King of
The governor's  the Jews,” the soldiers place a purple robe on him along with a
official residef‘:e M crown made of thorns. The robe would have represented the
Jerusalem. . purple worn by kings, and the crown of thorns would have been

' made as a makeshift crown like one worn by emperors. Then they
///';]L/“Haﬂ, king of the Jews!” Typically, when in the presence of an
emperor, soldiers were required to hail him as emperor and bow before him.
Everything that the soldiers are doing is representative of the crowning
of a new emperor or king and it is all done in mockery.’

The Crucifixion of Jesus (15:21-32)

After being beaten, flogged, and mocked, Jesus is led through the
streets and out of the city limits. He is forced to carry his own cross, as
is the custom for those condemned to death.’
However, Jesus is so weakened by the beatings
and the blood loss that he cannot carry his cross
and Simon of Cyrene is asked to carry it for
him. Once Jesus makes it to Golgotha, he is
offered wine mixed with myrrh (a drink
offered to relieve suffering) which he does
not take."? There Jesus is crucified between
two rebels. The sign he wears on his neck on his way
to Golgotha is then nailed above his head and reads: “The
King of the Jews.”

On the cross, Jesus is mocked by those on the crosses next
to him and by those who pass by. He is ridiculed and cursed.
Jesus, the Holy One of God, the Messiah who came to save, the Son of
David, is lifted up and left to die the death of a criminal. Mocked by those he made
and ridiculed by those he is offering to save. Here Jesus, God’s only Son, shows that
he loves the world so much that he is willing to take on suffering,

sin, and death to save all who will call on him.

The Death of Jesus (15:33-41)

As Jesus hangs on the cross, darkness covers the land. During this
time, darkness was often seen as a judgment of God by some.
Others assumed darkness meant the death of a king."” Both are
occurring here. The King of kings is dying and taking on God’s
judgment of the world. At the ninth hour, or three in the
afternoon, Jesus calls out to his Father and asks in verse 34, “My
God, my God, why have you forsaken mer” Jesus is forsaken by
God in this moment to cover the sins of the world."
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Scope It Out

Here I think it’s important that we take a break away from the story to explain a bit
about why Jesus needed to die on the cross to save us from our sins.

In the beginning, God made the world perfect. There was no sin, no sadness, no
brokenness. He made it all and called it good (Genesis 1). Unfortunately, that didn’t
last. The man and the woman God made (Adam and Eve) walked with God and
lived in communion with him in the Garden of Eden. God gave them all the trees to
eat from in the garden except the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. God
warned them if they ate of it, they would surely die (Genesis 2:17). Maybe you’re
wondering why God gave them a choice. That is a big question, and this is a very
short answer to it: God offered the people the freedom to choose. By giving them
one tree they couldn’t eat from, God was allowing them a chance to choose whether
they wanted to obey him and be in right relationship with him or not. God

does not force himself on people, he allows us the choice to follow him. ;

Along came Satan who tempted Eve, who then ate from the tree and N W, ?i)t,'? e
convinced Adam to eat as well. From that point on, sin was in the world. If A s

you remember, sin is missing the mark. It’s when we do what we aren’t R

supposed to do or don’t do something we are supposed to do. The Bible tells To atone s to mak

us in Romans 3:23 that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” amends fop wro ¥

The Bible also says that the wages of sin is death (Romans 6:23). You see, sin =~ | co‘mm,-”ed‘ Jesys o

has a cost, and the cost is death. In the Old Testament, God made a way for Price €quired by, oTr]'ld'Th
people to atone for their sins. He required the death of a lamb that was | Is is atonemen N 1:"”5.

without spot or blemish. The lamb needed to be perfect. That perfect lamb
took the place of the person by dying for their sins. In his great grace, God
provided a way for the people to return to him.

The issue with animal sacrifice is that it didn’t last. The people had to sacrifice a lamb
for their sins year after year. Until Jesus. Jesus, like the lamb required for sacrifice,
was perfect. He never sinned. He never sinned yet submitted to dying on the cross.
When he did this, he offered his own death in the place of
ours. Because the cost of sin is death, death was required
to make us right with God. Jesus took on this death so
that we don’t have to. He paid the price of sin for us.
When we accept this gift, Jesus’ death takes our place, and
we no longer are required to die and be separated from
God by our sins. We still die a natural death, but then we
live forever with Jesus. The gift of Jesus’ sacrifice is
offered to all, but it is up to us to accept it. We'll talk
more about that soon. It is a choice, just like Adam and
Eve were given in the beginning. They were given a
choice to break their communion with God, we are given
a choice to reenter it by accepting the sacrifice of Jesus.
We are given the choice to accept his sacrifice for us and
follow him. That is the story and victory offered to us by
the cross.

Did Yo
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(15:35-41)

Now back to our story in Mark. Jesus is on the cross and people misunderstand his
words asking why God has forsaken him and assume he is calling Elijah. Soon after,
Jesus gives a final cry and breathes his last. At this moment, the curtain of the temple
is torn in two and a soldier proclaims that surely Jesus was the son of God. There
were two curtains: one separated the people from the Holy of Holies within the
temple. The Holy of Holies was a place where only the High Priest could go, and
even he could only go once a year. If this is the curtain that tore (which most people
believe), God was showing in this moment that all now have access to him by the
sacrifice of Jesus. The fact that a Gentile proclaims Jesus the son of God at this time
could show that God was also opening his kingdom to Gentiles." If the curtain
being mentioned in Mark was the outer curtain that separated the sanctuary of the
temple from the outer porch, it could be symbolic of the destruction of the temple
predicted by Jesus in chapter thirteen."”

Women look on from afar as Jesus dies, weeping and mourning. You see, they still
do not understand. They are likely still wondering why the one they believed to be
the Messiah was dying the death of a criminal. It is not until three days later that they
will understand what the sacrifice of Jesus means.

The Burial of Jesus (15:42-47)

After the death of Jesus, a man named Joseph asks Pilate for his body. This is a bold
question for a few reasons. First, only family members typically asked for the body of
one that died a criminal’s death. Second, by asking for the body of Jesus, it could
make Joseph look like a follower when he is clearly mentioned as a member of the
Council, probably the Sanhedrin itself."® For a member of the Council to be a
follower would be a big problem for the Sanhedrin and could endanger Joseph if he
was aligning himself with Jesus. Remember how Jesus’ disciples fled? They didn’t
want to be brought to trial for being a part of Jesus’ following.

Whether Joseph asks for Jesus’ body because he has
become a follower or because he simply wanted to have
Jesus buried before the Sabbath in accordance with

Jewish law, Mark doesn’t say. The Gospel of John,

however, tells us that Joseph asks for his body because
he has, in fact, become a secret follower of Jesus

(John 19:38). Joseph is granted his request by Pilate,

and he assembles what is necessary according to the

customs. He places Jesus in a tomb and rolls a stone
over it, while the women Mary Magdalene and Mary

the mother of Joses watch and see where Jesus is laid.
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The Resurrection

In chapter fifteen, we left off at the death of Jesus. I don’t know about you, but I
always finish chapter fifteen sad. I feel so heartbroken. I feel the weight of what my
sin cost and what Jesus did to set me free. The weight sometimes seems so
unbearable that I rush right onto the next chapter, knowing of the hope that is to
come. Maybe you don’t know that hope yet, and if not, just wait! If you do know the
hope of what is coming in chapter sixteen, I want you to remember that, even
though we can read chapters fifteen and sixteen in one sitting, the disciples and
followers of Jesus weren’t reading this. They were living it.

After Jesus dies, they sit in darkness and hopelessness for #hree days. Everything they
hoped for in the Messiah had come to nothing, they may have thought. All of their
dreams, all of the work they did, all of the miracles they saw. What would you do
with that? What would you do if you were them and felt like the last three years of
your time with Jesus was pointless because now, he is goner This is where we find
the disciples. They are beside themselves with grief and devastated at losing not only
their friend, but the one they hoped would save them.

Jesus Has Risen (16:1-8)

Chapter sixteen begins with women who followed Jesus closely. Mary Magdalene,
who had seen the tomb where Jesus’ body was laid, is there. The women plan to
anoint Jesus’ body with spices. Potentially, this was very unusual during the culture.
Typically, bodies were anointed with aromatic oils. Only the bodies of kings were
given spices in Jewish customs.! Whether they go to do this because they still believe
he had been a King or because they simply want to honor him in his death, we don’t
know. We do know that they wonder how to roll the heavy stone away.

The tombs in this time were cut into rock with a two-foot opening. A stone
was placed over the entrance to the tomb, and it was often rolled on a track
into a dug-out space in the ground. Rolling it across the entrance wasn’t as
difficult, but it was extremely difficult to roll back up and out of the track to
open the tomb.?

When the women get there, however, they find the stone has already been
rolled away (verse 4). They enter and see a man dressed in white and sitting.
Needless to say, they are terrified. This is an angel. Often, when we read the
Bible, we see angelic and heavenly beings described as being clothed in
white or having bright clothes to display their dazzling glory.* This angel is
sitting there and says to the women: “Don’t be alarmed. You are looking
for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See
the place where they laid him” (verse 0).

Whoa. Put yourselves in the women’s shoes. They are shattered and broken
having lost Jesus three days ago. They come mourning, to care for him out of
deepest devotion, only to find the stone of the tomb rolled away and an angel talking
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to them. They are shocked. Terrified. Then the angel says the most extraordinary
words the world has ever heard. These words have been preached to the ends of the
earth since that day: Jesus, the one who was crucified has risen. He is alive!

The angel then tells the women to go and tell the others. He tells them that Jesus is
going ahead of them into Galilee, just like he promised in chapter fourteen. They run
on their way, unable to even talk for fear. Maybe you wonder why they’re afraid.
That’s a good thing to wonder about. In the same way that Peter was terrified when
he saw Jesus during the transfiguration, these women are likely terrified because, for
the first time, they recognize the true and awesome power of God they were just told
of by the angel.” The power of God that can defeat even death and completely
change the course of human history. It is with that shock, with that awe and
astonishment, that the Gospel of Mark comes to an end.

The final part of chapter sixteen may have a strange note in your Bible about how
the first manuscripts do not record verses 9-20. We have found many scrolls
containing the books of the Bible, all almost exactly like our Bible today, but the
oldest scrolls end at verse 8 for the book of Mark. Some say Mark never finished his
work, though that seems unlikely. Others believe that the people in the early church
didn’t like Mark’s abrupt ending and wanted to give more of the story when Mark
leaves off. Because it was not recorded by Mark in the earliest form, we won’t go
into it here, but please finish the rest of the story. And if you would like to read more
about what happened after the resurrection of Jesus, you can see stories in the other
three gospels: Matthew (Chapter 28), Luke (Chapter 24), and John (Chapters 20-21).

Scope It Out

The story of Mark has finished. Congratulations! What a job well donel!
There is, however, one more thing I would like to spend some time
on, because it is of the highest importance. To do that, we must go
back to the words the angel spoke: “You are looking for Jesus, the
Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen!” (verse 6). Those words,
those words, are the good news of Jesus. He was crucified for our
sins like we talked about in the last chapter. He died, paying the
price of sin so that we might have communion once more with
God. He died for us, but that isn’t the end of the story. He died,
but then he rose. He rose from the dead, proving that death has
no power over him. He submitted to death on a cross, but he was
raised to life, the first to taste eternal resurrection. In a letter to

the Colossian church, a man named Paul calls Jesus the firstborn
from the dead (Colossians 1:18). This means that Jesus was
eternally resurrected first. Because Jesus rose from the dead, we
have hope that someday, we as his followers also will rise from

the dead. We will die on this earth, but then we will enter new life.
Everlasting life. That is the hope, the living hope, of Jesus (1 Peter 1:3).
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There is, however, something essential we must discuss about the resurrection of the
dead. Remember how, in chapter fifteen, I said that Jesus doesn’t force people to
follow him? He gives them a choice. He gives each of us a choice. He paid the price
for every person in the world, but not everyone in the world accepts him. Remember
how the chief priests and teachers of the law hardened their hearts against Jesus
again and again throughout the book of Mark? Remember how some people came
and fell at Jesus’ feet and others stood at the foot of the cross and hurled insults at
him? We all have a choice. We can choose to accept the sacrifice of Jesus. We can
choose to acknowledge that we cannot pay the price for our sins, only he can. After
realizing that, we can choose to follow him and learn from him. We can offer him
what we have, even if it feels like the two small coins of the widow. Or we can

choose not to. We can harden our hearts and refuse to accept the sacrifice of Jesus
and refuse to follow him.

The choice is ours, but either choice affects us eternally. If we accept Jesus as our
Savior and by faith rely on him to take the curse of our sins, we get to join Jesus in
his resurrection from the dead. If we harden our hearts, we will

still be resurrected but not to an eternal life of joy with Jesus.
) ay Those who refuse to accept Jesus will be resurrected to an
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did. We give him ourselves. The gift is available, and the choice is yours. It’s up to
you to make the decision.

If you made this decision, make sure to talk about it to a parent, pastor, or someone
you know that loves Jesus. They can teach you and help you to follow in his
footsteps. They cannot make the choice for you, nor can anyone force you to do
this. It is your decision alone. If you make this decision, however, it will help you to
have others further along in their walk with Jesus to teach you and guide you.

Before Jesus went up to heaven, the Gospel of Matthew tells us that he instructed his
disciples to go and make more disciples, teaching them to obey everything he
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commanded. If you made a decision to follow Jesus, those instructions are for you,
too. You need to continue on in being discipled, learning from the Bible and
Christian mentors. You also can begin to tell others, guiding them to be disciples of
Jesus, our Lord and Savior.

That is it, young learners. That is the Gospel of Mark, the good news of Jesus. I'm so
very proud of you in your efforts to read, listen, and grow. I don’t know about you,
but it doesn’t matter how many times I've read it, I still learn something new. I still
am amazed by his miracles. I still cry at the crucifixion. I still rejoice, absolutely
giddy, at Jesus’ resurrection. I’'m so thankful for this chance to share some of what
I’ve learned with you, and I hope you learned something, too! Now, I want you to
put what you’ve learned into practice. The book of James in the Bible tells us not just
to listen to the Word but do what it says (1:22). This means we can’t just know all
this about Jesus and not do anything with it. The hope that is offered by the
resurrection of Jesus dwells in us when we accept his saving grace. Then, by the
power of his Holy Spirit at work within us, we all get to participate in that same joy
the disciples had by following Jesus. It won’t always be easy, but it will be so
worthwhile in the end. Well done, friends, well done.

It is my prayer that your reading of the Bible won’t stop with Mark. There is so
much more to learn in the pages of this ancient book that is still of the greatest value
today. So keep reading. Keep asking questions. Keep learning. Keep growing. Keep
diving in. Lord willing, in a few years look back from now and see how far God has
brought you.
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